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Council Acts to solidify 
Merged Labor Federation: 


@ Meany Asks ) 
Ike to Veto 
Gas Gouge 


By Willard Shelton 


Natural gas and oil company 
stocks led an advance on the New 
York Stock Exchange after the 
Senate passed the Harris-Ful- 
bright gas “giveaway” bill and 
sent it to the White House. 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
promptly called on Pres. Eisen- 
hower to veto the measure. The 
Executive Council, in a policy 
statement issued from its meeting 
in Miami Beach, Fla., has pre- 
viously urged the Senate to de- 
feat it. 


Pres. Eisenhower told a news 
conference Feb. 8 that he had not 
decided whether to sign or veto the 
bill. He said he must weigh two 
opposing considerations—what he 
called the desirability of preserving 
states’ rights in regulating natural 
resources and the need to protect 
what he labeled captive gas con- 
sumers against unreasonable price 
increases. 

Republican senators earlier had 
told reporters that the gas bill had 
a White House “green light” and 
that the President’s signature was 
expected. 

Truman Vetoed Similar Bill 

In 1950 former Pres. Truman 
vetoed the similar Kerr bill with a 
stinging message denouncing it as 
an unwarranted abandonment of 
consumers for the enrichment of 
huge oil and gas corporations. 

The bill was driven through the 
Senate by a 53 to 38 vote after 
oil-and-gas-state leaders beat 
down all efforts to recommit, 
amend or modify the measure to 
provide a greater measure of 
price protection for the nation’s 
25 million gas consumers. 

The Executive Council statement 
said passage was unwarranted on 
eithet “moral or economic” grounds. 

“Unmerited Windfall” 
The bill would “free natural gas 


Meany Cites 
|Progress 
On Unity 


Miami Beach, Fla—The AFL- 
CIO’s 29-member Executive 
Council opened its first meeting 
here with a heavy program aimed 
at building the effectiveness of 
the newly merged labor federa- 
tion. 

As Pres. George Meany ex- 
plained to the score of news re- 
porters covering the meeting, 
much of the federation’s work 
since the December unity conven- 
tion has been a “series of house- 
keeping jobs.” But he pointed out 
that the new council “is welding 
together very rapidly” and he ex- 
pressed satisfaction at the coordi- 
nation of the staff and the general 
progress toward settling common 
problems by unions with overlap- 
ping jurisdictions. 

The council sessions, which are 
expected to run over a 10-day pe- 
riod, were held at the Hotel Monte 
Carlo here—one of the few hotels 
in this city which have signed a 
union contract with the Hotel & 
Restaurant Workers. A number of 
AFL-CIO committees were also 
holding their first organizational 
meetings in conjunction with the 
council get-together. 

The hotel strike, which has at- 
tained nationwide attention after an 
original news blackout, received 
first attention from the council. 

A five-man committee of council 
members, headed by Vice Pres. 
George Harrison, who is president 
of the Railway Clerks, was in- 
structed to make a thorough study 
of the strike situation and bring 
back recommendations for ex- 

(Continued on Page 5) 


COPE Plans 
Fund Drive 


HISTORIC FIRST SESSION of 29-member AFL-CIO Executive Council in Miami Beach, Fla., was 
largely devoted to planning implementation of policies laid down at merger convention and tackling 
other policy and administrative matters. Pres. George Meany is at right center and Sec.-Treas. William 
F. Schnitzler at left center. At right are Vice Presidents Walter P. Reuther (back to camera) and 
Matthew. Woll, with Vice Pres. James C. Petrillo at left. 


Westinghouse Balks at Bargaining 
After Agreeing to Govt. Proposal 


Pittsburgh, Pa.—The Westinghouse Electric Corp., forced by government pressure to make some 


gesture toward genuine collective bargaining, resumed its unyielding stance as negotiations reopened 
here. 


The 118-day strike of 55,000 Electrical Workers now has established a record as the longest nation- 
wide industrial dispute of modern time. IUE’s strike has now exceeded the Auto Workers 113-day 


- estrike against General Motors and 
Big (GOP) Guns Go ‘Pop’= 


another Electrical Workers strike 

—also against Westinghouse—that 
UAW Vote Indictment 
Thrown Out of Court 


went 115 days. Both former strike 
marks were set in 1946. 
_ Union and management agreed to 
a proposal of Joseph M. Finnegan, 
Detroit—A politically inspired effort to punish the Auto Workers 
through criminal charges for activities during the 1954 primary and 
general elections has blown up here. 
U. S. District Judge Frank A. Picard threw out of court an indict- 


chief of the Federal Mediation & 
Conciliation Service, that the trou- 

ment charging the UAW with violation of a Taft-Hartley amendment 

to the Corrupt Practices Laws. « 


blesome issue of time studies be 
shelved temporarily while negotia- 
tions continued on wages and other 
matters. 


Company Hedges Position 
The company hedged somewhat 


producers of price regulation on gas 
sold to the pipelines,” the statement 
pointed out, and this would eventu- 
ally cost consumers an estimated 
$600 million to $900 million a year 
in rates and provide billions to big 
“unmerited 
windfall” profits on their existing 


gas corporations as 


proved reserves. 


Backers of the bill claimed that 
a provision allowing the Federal 
Power Commission to determine 
whether producers and pipelines 
establishing a 
“reasonable market price” offered 


signed contracts 


some price “protection.” 
Actually, opponents said, 


(Continued on Page 2) 


the 
“reasonable market price” is simply 


He dismissed the indictment on 
the ground that expenditure of un- 
ion funds for television programs 
on which candidates for political 
office appeared was not forbidden. 

His opinion strongly suggested 
that had he not felt himself bound 
by an earlier Supreme Court deci- 
sion, he might have ruled the perti- 
nent section of the laws unconstitu- 
tional as an illegal interference with 
free speech. 

UAW officers promptly hailed 
Picard’s decision as vindicating “the 
right of a democratic union to 
present its views on candidates and 
issues to its members and to the 
public through normal channels of 


communication.” 


The UAW statement cited the 
fact that the judge referred to three 
previous court tests, all of which 
had been won by the unions ‘in- 
volved, and declared: 


GOP Pressure Charged 


“The fact that the government 
undertook to prosecute the UAW 
in the face of these three earlier 
decisions lends substance to our 
earlier charges that the Attorney 
General (Herbert Brownell, Jr.) 
acted under pressure from the Re- 
publican party and, specifically, 
Arthur E. Summerfield, Postmaster 
General, and John Feikens, Repub- 
lican party boss in Michigan. 


(Continued on Page 2) 


in its acceptance of Finnegan’s pro- 
posal, leading union spokesmen to 
charge the firm had “skirted the 
issue and avoided the intent of the 


proposal.” 


Conciliator John R. Murray re- 
turned the parleys to Pittsburgh and 
directed both sides to submit pack- 
age deals outlining their positions 
that would effect speedy settlement 


of the dispute. 


The company, believing its posi- 
tion Was safer on home grounds, 
submitted what it called a “memo” 
containing the same demands it 
made on Oct. 17 when the strike 


started. 


“There was no meeting of the 


(Continued on Page 3) 


For °56 Race 


Miami Beach, Fla. — Increased 
labor political activity is necessary 
in order to protect “the very exist- 
ence of our trade union movement.” 

That was the sentiment voiced by 
the AFL-CIO’s Committee on Po- 
litical Education at its first meeting 
here, and Chairman George Meany 
said a vigorous campaign would be 
launched to raise funds to help pro- 
labor and liberal candidates in the 
1956 campaign. 

Meany, reporting on the closed 
COPE meeting, voiced bitter criti- 
cism of the bill filed by Senators 
Goldwater (R-Ariz.) and Curtis (R- 
Neb.) to place still mere restrictions 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Court Tosses Out Suit 
To Bar Political Action 


(Continued from Page 1) 


“Although we deplored the fact 
that political desperation led Fei- 
kens and Summerfield to make this 
attempted assault on basic constitu- 
tional rights of working people, the 
UAW made it clear that it wel- 
comed this opportunity again to 

st the law. : 

“We never doubted that our dem- 
ocratic rights would be upheld.” 

Four days after Picard’s decision, 
the Justice Dept. said in Washing- 
ton it was “studying the opinion” 
and had reached no determination 
on whether to appeal. 

Feikens and Summerfield were in 
Washington, planning the 1956 
GOP Michigan campaign, when 
news of Picard’s decision reached 
them. They ,professed surprise, 
and Feikens remarked that “upper- 
most in my mind is whether an 


_ appeal is possible.” 


Exercising Free Speech 

Picard for purposes of his deci- 
sion assumed the facts alleged in 
the indictment were true—that the 
UAW had expended union funds 
for television programs and that 
Democratic candidates for office 
had appeared in these programs. 

The UAW did not deny this, but 
argued that the expenditures were 
legal and that any attempted re- 
striction on such spending was un- 
constitutional. 

Picard said that the UAW was 


not making an illegal “expenditure” | , 


in politics, but was “exercising the 
right of free speech” by informing 
“its members and others of the 
position of the union on those seek- 


_ ing federal offices.” 


Since he could reach this decision 
“without ruling on the constitution- 
al questions raised,” it was his 
“duty,” he said in his opinion, to 
do so. 

If he ruled otherwise, he de- 
clared, the effect would be to “jeop- 
ardize not only the right of every 
newspaper to print any political 
editorial” in a federal election, but 
also the “remarks or speeches of 
any delegate or representative to a 
convention . . . where the expenses 
of that delegate are being paid” by 
either a union or a corporation. 

Cites High Court Action 

Picard took pains to point out 
that in the ruling case, the Supreme 
Court decision in a test indictment 
against the late Philip Murray and 
the old CIO, the court was unani- 
mous in killing the indictment. But 


Oil, Gas Stocks Spurt 
As Senate Okays Bill 


(Continued from Page 1) 
what a producer and pipeline may 
mutually agree to. 

The Executive Council state- 
ment emphasized that the effect 
of the bill was to “circumvent” 
the Supreme Court 1954 decision 
holding “that the FPC has au- 
thority to regulate gas prices at 
‘ the pipeline.” 

“Tremendous pressure has been 
exerted by a well-financed lobby,” 
the council observed, “despite the 
fact that (the bill) is obviously 
against the public interest.” 


Case “Gift” Bombshell 


Southwestern senators, from the 
producing states, flatly refused to 
delay passage of the bill pending an 
investigation of sensational charges 
by Sen. Francis Case (R-S. D.) 
that a Nebraska lawyer, John M. 
Neff, described by Case as “inter- 
ested” in enactment of the measure, 
had passed $2,500 in hundred- 
dollar bills to a “friend” of Case’s 
as a “campaign contribution.” 

Sens. Lyndon Johnson (D-Tex.) 
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he noted that four of the nine jus- 
tices thought the whole section ap- 
plying to unions should be knocked 
out as unconstitutional. 

The late Justice Rutledge, speak- 
ing for the four, said that by dis- 
covering another reason for dismis- 
sing the indictment the five-member 
majority “abdicated (the court’s) 


ls 
LY 


GOP Boss Blamed 
In UAW Indictment 


Detroit—A local newspa- 
per, The Free Press, reported 
as a cold fact Feb. 4 that John 
Feikens, Michigan Republi- 
can state chairman, had been 
“chiefly responsible for the 

‘Justice Dept.’s decision to 
seek (a) grand jury indict- 
ment” of the Auto Workers 
for sponsoring television pro- 
grams on which candidates 
appeared. 

A UAW statement after 
Judge Frank A. Picard’s dis-” 
missal of the indictment re- 
marked that is the “fourth 
rebuff handed by federal 
courts to those who have for 
partisan political reasons 
sought to hamstring the legiti- 
mate political activities of la- 
bor organizations and to deny 
union members the right to 
express, through their unions, 
in democratic fashion, their 
political convictions.” 


function” to strike down an un- 
constitutional statute. 

Picard also observed that a Court 
of Appeals, in a case involving 
Painters Local 481, “declared it had 
grave doubts concerning the con- 
stitutionality” of the section of law 
involved, but dismissed the indict- 
ment on other grounds. 

“It is interesting to note,” Picard’s 
opinion said, “that here the govern- 
ment had a case made to order for 
appeal but no petition (for review) 
was filed.” 

He also cited a district court 
decision dismissing an indictment 
of Construction & General Laborers 
Local 264 and said that the judge 
in this case had suggested doubt of 
the constitutionality of the statute. 

His opinion suggested—apparent- 
ly hopefully—that if his ruling was 
appealed to the higher courts, “our 
Supreme Court may at that time 
decide upon the law’s constitution- 
ality” or remand the case to the dis- 


and William F. Knowland (R- 


trict court for decision on that issue. 


Calif.), Democratic and Republican 
floor leaders who favored the bill, 
hastily reached bipartisan agreement 
to set up ‘a special four-member | 
committee to investigate Case’s al- | 
legations—but to force the Harris- | 
Fulbright bill to an immediate vote. 


The Johnson-Knowland agree- 
ment was accepted by the Senate 
after being blocked for one day by 
a parliamentary objection. Sens. 
Walter F. George (D-Ga.), Carl 
Hayden (D-Ariz.), Styles Bridges 
(R-N. H.) and Edward J. Thye (R- 
Minn.) were named to the special 
committee. 2 

Both Parties Split 

On final passage, 24 Dem- 
ocrats voted against, 22 for the 
bill, but Republican voted for it 
by a 31 to 14 margin. 

This represented a significant 
change since the 1950 fight over 
the Kerr bill, when a majority of 
Senate Republicans joined a “pro- 
consumer” movement and cut 
down the majority for the bill so 
sharply that it could not be passed 
over Pres. Truman’s veto. 


® 


LION FOR A DAY was Sen. Francis Case (R-S. D.), who provoked 
a Senate sensation by telling of a cash $2,500 “campaign contribu- 
tion” to one of his “friends” by a Nebraska lawyer “interested” 
the Harris-Fulbright natural gas “giveaway.” 
Capitol, Case ordered the money returned and voted agaifist the bill. 


Here, 6 at the 


. 


in 
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How They Voted on Gas Bill 


- Here is the 53 to 38 vote by which the Senate passed the bill 
to exempt natural gas producers from direct federal regulation: 


FOR THE BILL—(53) 


Democrats for—(22) 


ANDERSON (N. M.) Kerr (Okla.) 
BIBLE (Nev.) Lone (La.) 
DANIEL (Tex.) MANSFIELD ( Mont.) 
EASTLAND ( Miss.) McCLELLAN (Ark.) 
ELLENDER (La.) Monroney (Okla.) 
FREAR (Del.) Murray (Mont.) 
FULBRIGHT (Ark.) O’MAHONEY (Wyo.) 
HAYDEN (Ark.) ScoTT (N. C.) 
HOLLAND (Fla.) SMATHERS (Fla.) 
JOHNSON (Tex.) STENNIS ( Miss.) 
JOHNSTON (S. C.) THURMOND (S. C.) 


Republicans for—(31) 


HICKENLOOPER (Towa) 
Hruska (Neb.) 
KNOWLAND (Calif.) 
KuCHEL (Calif.) 
MALONE (Nev.) 
MarTIN (Iowa) 
MarTIN (Pa.) 
McCartTHy (Wis.) 
MunoptT (S. D.) 
PAYNE (Maine) 
SALTONSTALL (Mass. ) 
SCHOEPPEL (Kans.) 
Watkins (Utah) 
WELKER (Idaho) 
WILLIAMS (Dela.) 


AGAINST THE BILL—(38) 
Democrats against—(24) 


KILGorE (W. Va.) 
LEHMAN (N. Y.) 
MAGNUSON (Wash.) 
McNamara (Mich.) 
MorseE (Oreg.) 


ALLoT (Colo.) 
BaRRETT (Wyo.) 
BEALL (Md.) 
BENNETT (Utah) 
BRICKER (Ohio) 
Bripces (N. H.) 
BUTLER (Md.) 
CAPEHART (Ind.) : 
CaRLSON (Kans.) 
@orton (N. H.) 
Curtis (Neb.) 
DirKSEN (IIl.) 
DworsHak (Idaho) 
FLANDERS (Vt.) 
GOLDWATER (Ariz.) 


BARKLEY (Ky.) 
Byrp (Va.) 
CLEMENTS (Ky.) 
Douc tas (Ill.) 
Gore (Tenn.) 


GREEN (R. I.) NEELY (W. Va.) 
HENNINGS (Mo.) NEUBERGER (Oreg.) 
Hitt (Ala.) Pastore (R. I.) 


HUMPHREY ( Minn.) 
JACKSON (Wash.) 
KrEFAUVER (Tenn.) 
KENNEDY (Mass.) 


ROBERTSON (Va.) 
RUSSELL (Ga.) 

SPARKMAN (Ala.) 
SYMINGTON (Mo.) 


Republicans against—(14) os 


JENNER (Ind.) 
LANGER (N. D.) 
Potter (Mich.) 


AIKEN (Vt.) 
BENDER (Ohio) 
Busu (Conn.) 


Case (N. J.) PurRTELL (Conn.) 
Case (S. D.) Mrs. SMITH (Me.) 
Durr (Pa.) Tuye (Minn.) 
Ives (N. Y.) WILEY (Wis.) 


Not voting but.announced as paired on the bill: Millikin (R- 
Colo.) for and George (D-Ga.) against; Chavez (D-N. M.) for 


and Ervin (D-N. C.) against. 


~ 


$2,500 ‘Gift’ 
To Case Rips 
Senate Calm 


Sen. Francis Case (R-S. D.), 
who threw the Senate into an up- 
roar by disclosing a $2,500 unsolic- 
ited “campaign contribution” from 
a lawyer “interested” in the natural 
gas bill, is a non-spectacular legis- 
lator who works hard in quiet ways 
and enjoys the respect of his col- 
leagues. ‘ 
Since 1946, when he suddenly 
blossomed as “author” of the Case 
anti-labor bill in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, he has made almost no 
national headlines. 

His anti-labor bill, actually 
drafted by the same corporation, 
trade association and professional 
anti-union staff members who a 
year later invented the Taft-Hartley 
law, was passed by Congress, vetoed 
by then Pres. Truman—and died. 


Spins Strange Tale 

Case got himself elected to the 
Senate in 1950, is presumably run- 
ning for re-election this year but 
has not yet announced. He rose 
to, the floor Feb. 3 to tell a strange 
tale about himself, the pending bill 
and the “campaign contribution.” 

A “friend” telephoned him from 
South Dakota to say that $2,500 
in hundred-dollar bills had been left 
for Case’s “campaign.” 

Case investigated and discovered 
that the donor of the $2,500 had 
been inquiring about Case’s atti- 
tude on the bill and seemed “in- 
terested” in its passage. (The sena- 
tor said he had been inclined to 
favor the bill but at that time had 
not yet fully made up his mind.) 

Case promptly ordered the money 
returned to the donor—later iden- 
tified as a Nebraska lawyer named 
John O. Neff—or, if that was not 
possible, to some charity. 


Pledges Nay Vote 


Then he rose on the floor to say 
that the incident seemed to him to 
support charges that huge money 
benefits were involved in enactment 
of the bill and that therefore he 
would vote against it. 

Sen. J. W. Fulbright (D-Ark.) 
fumed that Case had “timed” his 
announcement for the eve of actual 
Senate voting on the bill. 

Neff, from Nebraska, wired Case 
and Senate leaders acknowledging 
responsibility for “giving” the “cam- 
paign contribution” and charging 
that Case knew about it and “knew 
where this came from.” Neff said 
he was “incensed” that Case had 
mentioned it in the terms he chose 
and insisted that Case knew the 
$2,500 was given with “no strings 
attached whatsoever.” 


Neff Registered Lobbyist 

Neff was registered as a lobbyist 
with the Nebraska legislature in 
1955, representing the Superior Oil 
Co., to fight a bill to provide state 
regulation of oil and gas industries. 

Undetermined, at the time the 
Senate passed the Harris-Fulbright 
bill, was where Neff got the $2,500 
he put up in cash with a “friend” 
of Case’s—whether it was oilmen’s 
money, Republican money or some 
undisclosed person’s money. 


Insurance Unions 
Unite on Policy 


Two unions in the insurance field 
joined forces to support legislation 
in the states which would exempt 
policyholders from payment of 
premiums during strikes without 
facing loss of their insurance. 

The Insurance Workers and the 
Insurance Agents agreed during a 
Washington conference to resume 
discussions on Mar. 22 leading to 
eventual merger of the two unions. 

A mutual aid pact was developed 
for negotiations with the Prudential, 
John Hancock, Metropolitan Life 
and other insurance cagnpanies un- 


der contract. 
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_ In Wool Mills Upheld 
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Rally Aids 
Hotel Strike 


In Miami 


Miami Beach, Fla.—Thousands 

of persons attended an educational 

- mass meeting in Bay Front Park 
to spur interest in the 10-month 
strike against scores of hotels here 
and in Miami. 

The affair was sponsored by the 
Dade County Central Labor Union 
and speakers included AFL-CIO 
pres. George Meany and Walter 
Pp. Reuther, head of the federation’s 
Industrial Union Dept. AFL-CIO 
Executive Council members at- 
tended. 

Plans for the rally, reported the 
largest in Florida’s labor history, 
were made by Pres. Frank Roche 
of the state Federation of Labor 
and Howard Walton, president of 
the Florida Industrial Union Coun- 
cil. 

Council Names Committee 

The long strike conducted by the 
Hotel Workers to gain representa- 
tion rights in 167 hotels was near 
the top of the business considered 
by the AFL-CIO leadership at its 
meeting here. A five-man commit- 
tee was named to “look into every 
angle of the matter,” Meany said. 

Among the problems to be con- 
sidered is the repeated refusal of 
the National Labor Relations Board 
to take jurisdiction in the case. 
The committee will also study the 
matter of members of the enter- 
tainment unions performing in ho- 
tels named on the “unfair list” of 
the Hotel Workers. 

The five AFL-CIO vice presi- 
dents named to plan new tactics in 
the organization drive are Reuther, 
president of the Auto Workers, 
Railway Clerks Pres. George Har- 
rison, Teamsters Pres. Dave Beck, 
Communications Workers Pres. 
Joseph A. Beirne and Sec.-Treas. 
Joseph Keenan of the Brotherhood 


aot Electrical Workers. 


Westinghouse Balks 
Bargaining Sessions 


(Continued from Page 1) 


minds at all,” a union official said 


at the conclusion of the session. 
Carey Asks Support 


IUE Pres. James B. Carey left 
the strike parley to attend the AFL- 
CIO Executive Council meetings in 
Miami Beach where he presented a 
report of the dispute to fellow union 
leaders and made a plea for in- 


creased support in the long dispute. 


Carey is an AFL-CIO vice presi- 
dent and secretary-treasurer of its 


Industrial Union Dept. 


“A united labor movement,” 
Carey told the council, “in exist- 
ence just two months, has already 
met its largest challenge and pro- 
duced its most impressive fruit. 
The nation-wide Westinghouse 
strike, almost .two months old 
when the AFL-CIO merger con- 
vention concluded, was the chal- 
lenge. 

“The fruit of unity has been 
the unprecedented support the 
entire labor movement has given 
to the strike.” 

The IUE head maintained the 
company wanted the dispute settled 
“not by negotiation, not by media- 
tion, not by arbitration but by star- 
vation.” 


Assails Ruthlessness 


Management, he continued, 
“ruthlessly and relentlessly has re- 
solved to break this strike by starv- 
ing its employes into defeat and 
surrender. That is the reason why 
strike assistance to Westinghouse 
workers must continue.” 

In New York, the executive board 
of the Ladies Garment Workers 
voted a $25,000 contribution to the 
IVE strike fund. 

ILGWU Pres. David Dubinsky 
declared the gift was made to dem- 
onstrate his union’s “full backing 
of these workers. While their union 


is willing to accept arbitration and 


$1.20 Minimum Wage 


U 


Textile workers in woolen mills 
won a preliminary victory when 
U. S. District Judge Luther W. 
Youngdahl dismissed a suit attack- 
ing the nation-wide $1.20-an-hour 
minimum wage established for com- 
panies working on government con- 
tracts. -_* 

The $1.20 minimum was pro- 
posed under the Walsh-Healey Act 
by the late Labor Sec. Maurice 
Tobin and issued as a final order, 
after new hearings, by Labor Sec. 
James P. Mitchell. Enforcement 
has been blocked by the long- 
delayed court action. 

A group of New England mill 
Operators, plus some Southern 


Mayor’s Aid Asked 
In N.Y.C. Cab Drive 


New York—Leaders of Team- 
sters Local 826 and other labor offi- 
Cials have appealed to Mayor Rob- 
ert F, Wagner, Jr., to lend his good 
offices to a campaign for union rec- 
ognition as bargaining agent for 
taxicab drivers. ~ 

The mayor was asked to name a 
committee to conduct a representa- 
tion election for the drivers. La- 
bor Commissioner Nelson Seitel re- 
layed the request, which was reject- 
ed by the cab owners. 

Union representatives said that 
an election by the State Labor Re- 
lations Board would take too long 
and union members would be “co- 
erced and intimidated” during the 
waiting period. They charged that 
200 men had been discharged since 


"the ‘drivers’ one-day show - of - 


strength strike on Jan. 18. 


firms, argued that a nation-wide 
minimum was not permitted under 
the Walsh-Healey Act. 

Youngdahl threw their suit out 
on the basis of a precedent, set last 
December, when the U. S. Court 
of Appeals here upheld the power 
of the secretary of labor to establish 
a nation-wide minimum in the cot- 
ton textile industry. 

The appellate court in the cotton- 
textiles case declared that the sec- 
retary’s findings of fact made it 
clear that in textiles, unlike some 
other industries, only a nation-wide 
minimum would forestall “the pos- 
sibility that national expenditures 
would go to forces tending to de- 
press wages and offending fair social 
standards.” 

To rule otherwise, the court said, 
would “freeze the competitive ad- 
vantage of concerns that operate in 
low-wage communities and in effect 
offer a reward for moving to such 
communities.” 

Union sources expressed surprise 
that some New England mills, al- 
ready suffering from the low-wage 
competition of Southern factories, 
joined in the suit to block enforce- 
ment of the $1.20 minimum, which 
is below the “prevailing wage” ac- 
tually paid by New England opera- 
tors under collective-bargaining 
contracts. ‘ 


Judge Youngdahl said that none 
of the companies joining in the suit 
had shown they would suffer “direct 
or actual injury” from paying the 
$1.20 minimum. A claim of “ab- 
stract or potential injury” was not 
enough, he held, to justify the 
courts in overruling factual findings 
and legal determinations of the sec- 
retary of labor. 


fact-finding machinery as a means 
of terminating the strike, the com- 
pany has arrogantly and stubbornly 
spurned all pleas for arbitration 
voiced by mayors, governors and 
U. S. senators.” 


Workers Vote 
On Plan to End 
Transit Strike 


Baltimore, Md.—Striking mem- 
bers of the Electric Streetcar and 
Bus Drivers union were scheduled 
to vote on acceptance or rejection 
of new contract terms offered by 
the Baltimore Transit Co. which 
could end a 10-day walkout. which 
suspended bus and trolley service. 

Voting on what a union official 
had termed the company’s “paltry 
proposal” began as this edition of 
the AFL-CIO News went to press. 

Pres. Frank P. Baummer of Di- 
vision 1300 of the Street Railway 
& Motor Coach Union said that the 
“wage rates suggested are, as be- 
fore, below those paid to transit 
employes of comparable transit 
companies” and that “no improve- 
ment is proposed in many working 
conditions in which we are already 
far behind transit industry stand- 
ards.” 

Legislative Inquiry 

Meanwhile, the Maryland House 
of Delegates took an unprecedented 
action in voting itself into the 
Grand Inquest of the State, in 
which it will function as a super 
grand jury. 

The body planned to summon 
union and company representatives 
and may delve into the control of 
the transit firm by an outside cor- 
poration, National City Lines of 
Chicago. 

Gov. Theodore R. McKeldin 
(R.) told legislators that the only 
apparent hope for quick settlement 
is through passage of his bill for 
state seizure of the utility. 


Union Modified Stand 


The union first asked for a 25- 
cent increase, then modified its re- 
quest for a one-year contract with 
an immediate 10-cent increase and 
another 10 cents July 1. 

The company countered with an 
offer of a three-year pact with 
wage increases of 6 cents this year, 
4 cents next year and 3 cents in the 
third year. It also offered to reduce 
the work week from 42% hours 
to 40 hours within the next year, 
to add another paid holiday for a 
total of seven and other fringes. 
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Joint Strategy Set 
In Aircraft Talks 


Los Angeles — Joint bar- 
gaining strategy is being em- 
ployed by the Machinists and 
the Auto Workérs to bring 
substantial gains for more 
than 180,000 workers in the 
aircraft and guided missile in- 
dustry in southern California. 

A bargaining program was 
agreed upon at a special meet- 
ing attended by 133 IAM and 
UAW negotiators who heard 
as principal speakers IAM 
General Vice Pres. Roy M. 
Brown and Irving Blueston, 
administrative assistant in the 
UAW’s national aircraft de- 
partment. 

Similar demands have been 
made by the unions on Lock- 
heed Aircraft, Douglas and 
North American Aviation. 
Job security, the union shop, 
higher wages and better jobs, 
‘plans for training apprentices 
and skilled workers and im- 
proved working conditions are 
on the bargaining agenda. 
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GIANT DEMONSTRATI 


IN at New York General Post Office was 


staged by 4,000 pickets from Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
Local 3, aided by other union members, in protest against award of 
government contract for repair work to a non-union electrical 


contractor. 


Electricians Battle Govt. _. 
To Protect Wage Standards 


New York —- Several thousand‘ 


AFL-CIO electricians, affiliated to 
Local 3, Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers have taken on the Gen- 
eral Services Administration, fed- 
eral government contracting agen- 
cy, for letting a $943,000 construc- 
tion project to a non-union con- 
tractor at the General Post Office 
here. 

The electricians assembled out- 
side the Post Office in a demonstra- 
tion against what is regarded as 
“a declaration of war against de- 
cent wage’ standards and working 
conditions” by the GSA, an agency 
which has been under congres- 
sional fire for the past year. 

Four thousand electricians, aided 
by members of the Painters, Iron- 
workers and Plasterers Union, sur- 


ILGWU Foregoes 


Raise for Jobs 


Chicago—Officials of the Ladies 
Garment Workers and the Coat and 
Suit Manufacturers Association 
agreed upon a new contract which 
passed up a pay increase in favor of 
job security. 

ILGWU Vice Pres. Morris Bialis 
said the unidn accepted the employ- 
ers’ word that it could not afford a 
pay increase at this time and de- 
cided it was better to keep members 
working than “price” them into un- 
employment. 

The association represents 35 
Chicago manufacturers employing 
1,700 union members. Contribu- 
tions to the union’s health center by 
the employers have been increased 
by one-half of 1 percent and to the 
union’s pension fund by a similar 
amount. 


Stone Union Wins 


Kansas Election 


Colwich, Kan.— The Stone & 
Allied Products Union has been 
certified as bargaining agent for 
workers at the Lock Joint Pipe Co. 
following an election. 

The Stone Workers received 74 
votes, the Operating Engineers re- 
ceived 11 and there were 17 votes 
for no union. USAPWA already 
represents workers of the same com- 
pany in Turner and Wichita, Kan., 
and Columbia, S. C. 


rounded the Post Office in a con- 
tinuing parade around the six- 
block square building. 


Welfare Program Involved 

At stake in this fight, said Albert 
J. Mackie, Local 3 assistant busi- 
ness manager, is whether the basis 
of awarding government contracts 
should be the so-called prevailing 
wage alone or whether welfare and 
benefit programs should be con- 
sidered part of wages, as well. 

The non-union contractor who 
received the GSA award, Robert 
Simpson of Rochester, N. Y. 
said that he would not pay the es- 
tablished benefits to Local 3’s con- 
struction electricians. Local 3’s 
employer-paid benefit and pension 
program also includes an annuity 
feature which all New York con- 
tractors have agreed to underwrite 
as part of the collective bargaining 
agreement. 

Despite the fact that the non- 
union contractor has refused to sign 
a collective bargaining contract as 
have 600 other New York union 
contractors, the union contractor 
who bid for the Post Office job was 
only several thousand dollars above 
the winning bid. 

Threatens Union Gains 

“The refusal of the General 
Services Administration,” said 
Mackie, “to recognize that our 
benefit programs should be con- 
sidered no different from wages is 
a direct threat to the gains which 
we have won over recent years. 
Continuation of this federal policy 
would endanger wages and work- 
ing conditions of every union mem- 
ber in the country because it favors 
a non-union contractor and em- 
ployer against a decent employer.” 

Local 3 has also called upon 
Congress to investigate “the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the award- 
ing of the Post Office contract” to 
the non-union contractor. Confer- 
ences with the Senate Labor Com- 
mittee have been scheduled. 

“Regardless of the outcome of 
this conference and our protests,” 
said Mackie, “our union will con- 
tinue to demonstrate against this 
danger to our wages and standards. 
This is a declaration of war 
against decent wage standards and 
working conditions and we intend 
to do everything in our power to 
protect our membership against the 
callous anti-labor policies of the 
General Services Administration.” 
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Essential to 
Labor Peace 


Miami Beach, Fla.—The Na- 
tional Association of Manufac- 
turers would have to reverse its 
support of state right-to-work 
laws if discussions between the 
NAM and the AFL-CIO looking 
toward a basis for industrial peace 
were to move beyond the prelimi- 
nary stage, according to Pres. 
George Meany. 

Meany said that he had heard 
“nothing recently” from the NAM, 
but that he remains ready to “talk 
without any prior conditions, except 
that they talk for management and 
that we talk for labor—that should 
be inherent in the situation.” 

The AFL-CIO lieader’s remarks 
brought forth a lengthy reply from 
Charles Sligh, chairman of NAM’s 
board, who is staying at Boca 
Raton, some 30 miles north of 
‘Miami. The statement, which was 
wired to newspapers here, chal- 
lenged the AFL-CIO’s right to 
speak for all workers in any dis- 
cussions, and complained that it 
was Meany, not Sligh, who had 
failed to make the necessary ar- 
rangements for the talks. ~ 

Meany announced he is sending 


' a telegram to Sligh inviting Sligh to 


' come to the Monte Carlo hotel next 


Wednesday for a conversation. 

The peace talks were proposed 
by Pres. Meany in an address to 
the NAM convention last Decem- 
ber. At that time, Meany’s speech 
was answered by Sligh, who, in a 
prepared speech, bitterly criticized 
labor on a number of points. 

The NAM reply came in for con- 
siderable criticism at the time, and 
Meany referred to it in a pres$ con- 
ference here as a “Sligh kick in the 
teeth.” 

The AFL-CIO president reiter- 


ated that “he would certainly like 


} 


to see a high level management 
meeting” and felt it could make a 
real contribution to labor, industry 
and the nation. 


“But we can’t make a contribu- 
tion unless they (the NAM) recog- 
nize our right to existence. 

“We can’t sit on the opposite side 
of the table with a group that’s try- 
ing to destroy us. That’s coexist- 
ence, Soviet style.” 


The NAM leadership, he added, 
is “archaic” in its attitude toward 
labor-management relations, he 
said. Corporations which are NAM 
members “obviously don’t follow 
NAM policy on collective bargain- 
ing” or there wouldn’t be as har- 
monious relationships as now do 
exist, Meany indicated. 


BUILDING TRADES COUNCIL met during AFL-CIO Executive Council deliberations at Miami 
Beach. Shown from left to right are Pres. Emeritus William J. McSorley of the Lathers, Pres. Gordon 
M. Freeman of the Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Pres. M. A. Hutcheson of the Carpenters and 
Pres. L. M. Raftery of the Painters. 


Council Urges Trade Safeguards © 


Against Soviet Economic Drive 


Miami Beach, Fla. — Strength-¢ 
ened administration of multilateral 
agreements under the Reciprocal 
Trade Agreements Act as a step in 
safeguarding free nations against 
Soviet bloc economic invasion was 
endorsed by the AFL-CIO Execu- 
tive Council at its meeting here. 

The council approved a draft bill 
for the establishment of an Organ- 
ization for Trade Cooperation, 
which Pres. Eisenhower has sent to 
Congress and which would tie to- 
gether trade pact signatory nations 
so as to coordinate their work be- 
tween negotiating sessions. 

“The establishment of OTC,” the 
council’s statement pointed out, 
“will not affect trade policy, deci- 
sions or concessions in any way. It 
is purely an administrative body.” 


Peril-Point Protection 
So far as policy is concerned, the 


council noted “there are many 
questions.” 


“As long as the reciprocal - 
trade agreements program is car- 
ried out without doing serious 
injury to American industry,” -its 
statement sail, “it will have the 
wholehearted endorsement and 
support of the AFL-CIO. 


“Serious injury, in the main, can 


Council Endorses. Bill 
To Meet Housing Needs 


Miami Beach, Fla. — The com- 
prehensive housing bill sponsored 
by Sen. Herbert H. Lehman (D- 
N. Y.) and several additional sena- 
tors “affords Congress an opportu- 
nity to enact the forward-looking 
housing program” the country 
needs,” the AFL-CIO executive 
council said at its meeting here. 


By authorizing a program within 


* the means of low- and middle-in- 


come families, the council said, the 


- bill would set the stage for construc- 


tion of two milliom homes a year, 
“the minimum needed to meet the 
nation’s over-all housing require- 
ments,” and stands “in sharp con- 
trast” with the Administration’s 
“pitifully inadequate” program. 

The council pointed out that the 
bill provides: 


1. Annual construction for the 
next three years of 200,000 units of 
low-rent public housing, for low- 
income families at costs they can 
afford. 

2. A sound non-subsidized mid- 
dle-income housing program pro- 
viding low-cost loans for coopera- 
tive, non-profit rental, and sales 
housing meeting adequate standards 
of construction, space and avail- 
ability of community facilities and 
services. 

3. Other features essential to a 
comprehensive housing program, 
“including an expanded and more 
effective program of slum clearance 
and urban redevelopment, a special 
program designed to meet the par- 
ticular housing needs of the aging, 


assistance for farm housing and au- 


be avoided by the continuation of 
the present procedure for peril-point 
findings which precede all multi- 
lateral negotiations. The peril-point 
concept goes a long way toward im- 
plementing the basic tenet that trade 
concessions shall be granted with- 
out doing serious injury to Ameri- 
can industries.” 

The council called for continua- 
tion of the present escape clause 
found in every trade agreement. 
This permits an industry which 
claims to be adversely affected by 
imports, or fears it will be hurt, 
to appeal to the Tariff Commission 
and the President for relief from 
the negotiated tariff concessions. 


Depressed Areas Danger 

The council was alert to the hard- 
ships that could be caused workers 
should jobs be destroyed by im- 
ports. 

“Many times industries affected 
by increased imports are located in 
communities dependent upon one 
industry,” it said. 

“Such communities are hit quite 
hard and become distressed areas. 
Legislation should be enacted to as- 
sist these communities by aiding 
the workers, industrial enterprises 
and communities to adjust to the 
situation. © 


“In addition, injury that might 
result from tariff concessions can 
be minimized by improving labor 
standards of workers abroad. 
During the multilateral trade ne- 
gotiations, no tariff concession, 
for example, should be granted 
on products made under labor 


Transport Workers 
Approve Merger 


New York—Results of a referen- 
dum conducted among members of 
the Transport Workers Union in- 
dicate overwhelming desire to be 
an affiliate of the AFL-CIO. TWU 
Pres. Michael J. Quill also reported 
his union will join the federation’s 
Industrial Union Dept. 

Quill, who first opposed merger, 
said 54,684 members of TWU 
voted to stay in the merged federa- 
tion and 24,634 were against it. 
The union’s executive board adopted 
a resolution, in which Quill joined, 


thorization for necessary housing|on Dec. 8 recommending affiliation 


research,” 


with the AFL-CIO. 


standards that are considered 
substandard in the exporting 
country. 

“Failure to establish and main- 
tain at least minimum _labor 
standards in the exporting coun- 


cause for withdrawing U. S. tariff 
concessions . . . : 


commerce.” 
Soviet Threat Noted 


merce. 


breach.” 


try should be considered valid | 


“With the improvement of world- 
wide living standards, the develop- 
meent of an adjustment program in 
the U. S., the continuation of an 
effective administration of the es- 
cape clause and: the peril-point 
procedures, and the approval of the 
OTC by Congress, we in the AFL- 
CIO are confident that the free 
world will be aided by the con- 
tinued, but necessarily gradual re- 
duction of trade barriers and the 
expansion of international trade and 


The council noted the “great in- 
terdependence” among ‘the world’s 
nations, and. declared it is in the 
interest of the free world to main- 
tain and expand international com- 


“If the U. S. does not foster mu- 
tually advantageous trade relations 
with the other free nations,” it 
warned, “there is a real danger that 
the Soviet bloc will step into the 


Trades Unions 
Form Council 
For Missouri 


Miami Beach, Fla.—Establish. 


ment of the State Building Trades 


Council of Missouri was authorized 
by the AFL-CIO Building and Con. 
struction Trades Dept. 

A charter for the new group to 

represent basic craft unions in Mis. 
souri was issued after Pres. Arthur 
Hunn and Sec. Joseph Cousih of 
the St. Louis Building and Con. 
struction Trades Council presented 
a petition signed by officers of other 
local bodies in the state requesting 
such action. Missouri now becomes 
the 21st state to have such an or. 
ganization. ox: 
All local councils in Missouri 
signed the petition with the excep. 
tion of those in Kansas City and 
St. Joseph, and Cousin expressed 
confidence that these bodies will 
affiliate with the new organization, 
Cousin indicated the council will 
represent more than 50,000 workers 
in 19 basic trades in the construc. 
tion industry. The St. Louis Coun- 
cil with 9,000 members, will be the 
largest component. 

The functions of the group will 
be to aid smaller communities which 
have no local council, expedite set. 
tlement of jurisdictional disputes ia 
an advisory capacity when re 
quested and to further legislation. 

An executive secretary will be 
named who will be largely com 
cerned with labor legislation, serving 
at Jefferson City to aid organized 
Opposition to anti-labor bills. 

Richard Gray, head of the Build 
ing Trades Dept., expressed satis 
faction at the chartering and pre- 
dicted the Missouri group “should 
be a strong state organization.” 


Meany Hails 
Histadrut’s 
Anniversary 


Miami Beach, Fla.—The heart- 
iest greetings of the AFL-CIO were 
sent by Pres. George Meany to the 
35th anniversary convention of 
Histadrut, the Israeli federation of 
labor. 

“At this crucial hour in the life 
of your nation and all other free 
peoples,” he said “the deliberations 
of your convention take on added 
significance for the democratic in- 
ternational labor movement as well 
as for your own ranks and country. 

“We fervently hope your great 
convention will contribute decisive- 
ly toward the solution of the urgent 
problem of strengthening Israeli 
democracy and attaining just, stable 
and peaceful relations among all 
the peoples of the Middle East. 

“Toward this end, we pledge to 
your convention ever greater .oli- 
darity with Histadrut and expansion 
of our cooperation as affiliates of 


* 


the ICFTU.” 


ORGANIZATION—what else?—was the subject when AFL-CIO 
Vice Pres. A. J. Hayes (left) and Dir. of Organization John We 
Livingston got together at Miami Beach. 
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Page Five 


Meany Cites 
Progress 
On Unity 


(Continued from page 1) 
panded help for the strikers from 
AFL-CIO and its affiliated organi- 
zations. 

Presidential Veto Urged 

In-other actions during the first 
four days of its meeting, the execu- 
tive council: 


1. Called for defeat of the natural | : 


gas bill and, through a statement by 


‘Pres. Meany, urged President Eisen- | § 


hower to veto the measure when it 
reaches the White House. 

2. Urged Senate passage of im- 
proving amendments to the social 
security law which would provide 
disability payments for totally and 
permanently disabled persons over 
50, lower the women’s retirement 
age to 62, and provide certain dis- 
ability payments for children. 

The council, acting on recom- 
mendations from the AFL-CIO so- 
cial security committee, also sug- 
gested a study of proposals by Sen. 
Neuberger (D-Ore.) for a federal 
system of family allowances. The 
committee had noted that the Neu- 
berger proposal marked a major 
departure from labor’s approach to 
family income needs. But, it said, 
“we realize that nevertheless the 
needs of many children in low- 
income families are not now being 
met.” 

3. Issued a statement noting that 
expansion of international com- 
merce and the lessening of trade 
barriers must be key objectives of 
the nation’s over-all foreign policy. 


More Homes Urged 

4. Gave strong endorsement to a 
new, comprehensive housing bill 
sponsored by Sen. Lehman (D- 
N. Y.) and a number of other sena- 
tors in order to provide a “far- 
reaching program” to provide 
homes within the means of the 
nation’s low-income and middle- 
income families. 

5. Referred to a new permanent 
committee of the building trades 
and the industrial union depart- 
ments a dispute between building 
trades unions and the United Auto 
Workers in Detroit over certain 
work at the Packard motor plant. 

The committee, after an after- 
noon meeting, reported to the Exec- 
utive Council that it was not yet 
organized nor set up to handle this 
particular dispute but would set up 
and attempt to establish national 
procedures and patterns. 

Pres. Meany said he would look 
into the situation immediately under 
his constitutional authority and 
hoped to have a decision before the 
council meeting adjourned. 

6. Approved a 10-point state- 
ment adopted by the community 
services Committee which stressed 
the desirability of AFL-CIO unions 
and their members participating ac- 
tively in community affairs. 


First Meeting for COPE 

The committee on political edu- 
cation held its first meeting on 
Feb. 8, while the executive council 
was in recess for the day. It was 
attended by a majority of council 
members and a nymber of other 
union officers. Pres. Meany, who is 
COPE’s chairman, said the commit- 
tee would eventually consist of 
council members plus perhaps “ 
other 25 or 30” union officers. 

The council: heard a final report 
On a dispute between the airline 
Pilots and the flight engineers, 
Which had been settled in part. 

Acting on council instructions, 
Meany set up a two-man committee 
—Vice Presidents Matthew Woll 
and David McDonald—to seek to 
Teconcile differences between the 
Maritime Trades Dept. and the Na- 


‘donal Maritime Union on the ques- 


tion of supporting federal subsidies 
for tramp steamship operators. 


GENERAL VIEW shows AFL-CIO Executive Council at its historic 
first meeting in Miami Beach, Fla. In a fruitful session, the council 
spelled out AFL-CIO policy, cleaned up details left hanging from 


ane 


the merger convention, considered internal administrative problems 
and acted on the myriad other matters that must be dealt with by 
an organization of 15 million members. 


AFL-CIO Spells Out 


Community Role 


Miami Beach, Fla.—A statement of principles emphasizing the 
mutual responsibilities of the union member and the community 
both to each other and to all their fellow-citizens was adopted by 
the AFL-CIO Executive Council at a meeting here. 


“This statement, in itself, is a departure from the traditional pat- 
tern of trade unionism in many countries since it rejects the philos- 
ophy of isolationism and class struggle,” said AFL-CIO Vice Pres. 
Joseph A. Beirne, Community Services Committee chairman and 
president of the Communications Workers. 


“We are for cooperation, integration and first-class citizenship 
for all—and for a better community for all.” 


The text of the statement follows: 


1—The union member is first and foremost a citizen of his 
community. 

2—The union member has a responsibility to his community. 
He must cooperate with his fellow citizens in making his community 
a good place in which to live, to work, to raise children. He must 
be concerned about the availability of adequate health, welfare and 
recreational services for the whole community. 


3—Unions have a responsibility for the health and welfare of 
their members and their families which extends beyond the place of 
employment. This responsibility includes not only the emergencies 
caused by strike, unemployment or disaster, but extends to helping 
the employed member meet his personal or family problem. 

4—The community has a responsibility to its citizens. It must 
be prepared to meet those social needs which individuals or families 
cannot meet or meet adequately with their own resources. 


5—Generally speaking, unions have elected to support and parti- 
cipate in existing community social service agencies rather than to 
establish direct social services of their own. To the degree that the 
personnel and facilities of social agencies serve all the people, they 
serve the men and women of organized labor. 

6—Government has the basic responsibility for meeting the broad 
health and welfare needs of the people. 

7—Voluntary or privately-sponsored social agencies and facilities 
occupy an’ important position in meeting the social welfare needs 
of the community. Major responsibilities falling within the scope 
ef voluntary social work are the fields of character formation, child 
guidance, family counseling and youth activities, as well as in the 
area of experimentation and pioneering research. 

8—It is the responsibility of organized labor to cooperate with 
other community groups in improving the quantity and quality of 
soeial services, while at the same time educating union members 
about available health and welfare services and how to use it. 

9—Assistance in whatever form should be given on the basis of 
need, regardless of the cause of the need and without regard to 
race, color or national origin. 

10—Prevention of social problems is preferred to the best treat- 
ment of social ills. 


CORNER HUDDLE, characteristic of labor meetings, finds (from 
left) AFL-CIO Vice Presidents Matthew Woll, Jacob S. Potofsky 
and Charles J. MacGowan engrossed during council session. 


Miami Beach, Fla.—The bill 
amending the Social Security Act 
to provide disability benefits to to- 
tally and permanently disabled 
workers over 50 won strong sup- 
port from the AFL-CIO Executive 
Council at its winter meeting here. 

The proposed measure, in addi- 
tion, lowers the retirement age for 
women from 65 to 62, provides 
children’s disability benefits after 
the age of 18, and makes other 
needed improvements. Pres. 
George Meany announced that its 
passage is an “immediate objective” 
of the AFL-CIO. 

The Executive Council acted on 
the unanimous recommendation of 
the AFL-CIO Social Security Com- 
mittee, which met in Washington 
Jan. 20. The bill was passed by the 
House last July and is now before 
the Senate Finance Committee. 

In other major actions, the coun- 
cil adopted the committee’s pro- 
posal that the AFL-CIO support the 
proposal of Sen. Richard Neuberger 
(D-Ore.) calling for a study of the 
need and advisability of providing 
federal family allowances. 


The committee noted such a pro- 


posal represented “a considerable 


Council Urges Action on 
Disability Benefits Bill 


departure from the traditional 
American concept” and that labor 
in the U. S. “has preferred other 
approaches to the same objective. 

But, the committee added, “we 
realize that nevertheless the needs 
of many children in low-income 
families are not now being met.” 

The committee struck hard at 
proposals for so-called “catastro- 
phic” health insurance plans. Such 
plans have been advocated by Ad- 
ministration spokesmen. They are 
not, the group said, “a Constructive 
basis for a national health program, 
nor an adequate answer to the need 
for comprehensive prepaid health 
services.” 

Unless accompanied by meas- 
ures designed to aid in the develop- 
ment and expansion of direct med- 
ical service prepayment programs 
which emphasize preventive care 
and encourage early diagnosis and 
treatment, any effort on the part of 
the government to promote the 
‘catastrophic’ insurance policies of 
private carriers can only lead to fur- 
ther inflation of medical costs and 
deterioration in the quality of med- 
ical care, while “ignoring the most 
essential health needs of the pub- 
ic,” the committee said. 
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"55 Dividends Set Mark; 
.GM Nets $1 Billion 


Industry enjoyed its hushest year 
s 1955, the Commerce Dept. re- 
ported, as WU. $. corporations paid 
out a record-breaking $10.4 billion 
in dividends. 


had passed the $10 billion mark; 

they were some 13 percent more 

than the previous top of $9.2 billion 

in 1942, 

General Motors, meanwhife, be- 
came the first corporation in Amer- 
ican history to earn more than $1 
billion in a single year. In 1955, 
it earned $1,189,000,000 after 
taxes, compared to $806 million in 
| 1954. 

’ The Commerce Dept. said that 

' 19 of the 20 industry groups cov- 

ered by its report shared in the 

general industrial super-prosperity. 

Many of them boosted their divi- 

dends over 1954 by from 16 to 33 

percent. 

All of the non-manufacturing 
groups surveyed increased their 
largesse. The “sharpest relative ad- 
vance” was registered in mining, 
where the companies dispensed 
$230.5 million to their stockholders, 
eompared to $138.2 million in 
1954, 

GM’s profit last year was equal 
to $4.30 per common share, com- 
_ pared to $3.03 the year before. 
i Stockholders got just over half of 
| the net-—$2.17. The company kept 
{ the rest. 

} Pres. Harlow Curtice said GM’s 

worldwide employment in 1955 
averaged 624,000, an increase of 

_ 47,000 in a year. The total payroll 
hit a new high of $3.1 billion, com- 
pared to $2.6 billion the year 
before. 

, “More than $2.1 billion in pay- 
roll went to 410,000 hourly rate em- 
ployes in the U. S.,” he said. “In 
1954, a total of $1.7 billion was 
paid to 367,000 hourly rate em- 
ployes.” 

GM Vice Pres. Ivan Files, gen- 
eral manager of the Buick division, 
said the 90,000 employes of GM’s 
five operations in Flint, Mich., had 
average earnings of $5,460, com- 
pared with $4,200 in 1950. 

“For the first time,” he said, “it’s 
gotten so that the man on the auto 
assembly line can buy what he 
makes. The employe in our shops 
can—and does—buy a Buick.” 

Curtice said sales of $12.4 billion 
were 27 percent higher that the $9.8 
billion of 1954 and 24 percent more 
than the previous record high of 
$10 billion, set in 1953. 


- % 
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Benson’s Charge 
Assailed as False 


Austin, Tex.—Having 
failed in their efforts to turn 
city workers against the farm- 
ers, Sec. of Agriculture Ben- 
son and his advisers are en- 
gaged in “a carefully thought- 
out and deliberate program” 
“seeking to turn farmers 
against workers, Robert 
Oliver, co-director of the 
AFL-CIO Dept.’ of Legisla- 
tion, told ‘the Texas Federa- 
tion of Cooperatives. 

Oliver declared that Ben- 
son’s charge that labor’s wage 
gains are responsible for the 
farmer’s present economic 
plight is “demonstrably false.” 
He termed the campaign 
against labor “the same despi- 
cable political effort to divide 
farm and city people that la- 
bor has already met and 
rejected.” ; 

Nothing in the Administra- 
tion’s new farm program of- 
fers a real answer to the 
pressing need for immediate 
action to restore farm in- 
come, Oliver said. 


This was the first time payments 


Canada Steel Co. 
Ups Profits 56% 


- Hamilton, Ont.—The Steel 
+1 Co. of Canada, the country’s 
largest, in 1955 jumped its 
net 56 percent over 
1954 while increasing sales 
only 28.6 percent, Pres. H. G. 
Hilton said in the annual re- 
port. 

The company earned after 
taxes $21.8 million last year, 
compared with $13.2 million 
the year before, the report 
showed. 


January Job 
Drop Largest 
In Four Years 


Employment in January took its 
largest drop in four years with 
1,274,000 workers losing their jobs, 
according to a report by the Com- 
merce and Labor Depts. 

The dip from December drove 
the total of civilians holding jobs 
down to 62,891,000, a figure 2,- 
741,000 higher than in recession- 


showed. 

The number of people actively 
looking for work increased by 485,- 
000 to 2,885,000, which the depart- 
ments said was about what they had 
expected. In the previous January 
the total stood 462,000 higher, and 
in January 1953, it was slightly 
higher. 

Seasonal Job Losses 


The report said the main causes 
of the drop in jobs were, as usual, 
the end of Christmas expansion in 
the retail trades and the postal serv- 
ice, and winter cutbacks in construc- 
tion and farming. 


However, it added that an “un- 
usual decline” in manufacturing em- 
ployment had contributed to the de- 
crease. The auto industry and gov- 
ernment indicated that a further 
decline may be in store. 


In the Detroit area, 35,170 mem- 
bers of the Auto Workers have been 
laid off since Jan. 1, some 7,000 of 
them since Feb. 1. 


Chrysler Furloughs 19,500 


Chrysler has furloughed 19,500 
workers, Ford 4,600 and General 
Motors 4,070 — all indefinitely — 
while Studebaker-Packard laid off 
5,500 for the first half of February. 
In addition, a number of plants are 
operating some of their assembly 
lines less than five days a week. 


In Washington, Rear Admiral 
F. S. Withington, chief of navy 
ordnance, announced that “many 
workers” will be laid off at Army 
and Navy ordnance plants through- 
out the country during the next six 
months. Employment must be cur- 
tailed, he maintained, because am- 
munition stocks have been restored 
following their depletion during the 
Korean fighting. 


N. J. Labor Joins on 
Legislative Goals 


Newark — Four amendments to 
the state workmen’s compensation 
law, five to unemployment insur- 
ance, six to the temporary disability 
benefits law and others dealing with 
labor relations and wage-hour laws 
highlight a 46-point legislative pro- 
gram announced by the New Jersey 
Federation of Labor. 

The proposals, made public by 
Pres. Louis P. Marciante and Sec.- 
Treas. Vincent J. Murphy, who 
serve as federation legislative rep- 
resentatives, are similar to, and 
back up, those contained in the pro- 
gram submitted last week by the 


New Jersey Industrial Union Coun- 
cil 


ridden January 1955, the report: 


Hotel Strike 
Fight Against 
Florida Law 


Miami Beach, Fla. — The strike 
of Miami and Miami Beach hotel 
workers “is more than just a strike 
—it’s a question of workers’ rights 
under the Florida state laws,” AFL- 
CIO Pres. Meany said here. 


“We're going to see if we can|: 


establish the right of workers to 
bargain collectively for their serv- 
ices,” he said. “It looks to us as 
though there has got to be a change 
in the state law.” 
The hotel strike has been com- 
batted by the owners of the luxury 
hotels through a series of legal de- 
vices and sweeping injunctions 


»! granted by Florida state courts. 


Strike activity is permitted only to 
unions that are, in the words of the 
statute, “representative of the work- 
ers”—but no method is provided by 
the statute or the courts for proving 
representation. 

Meany estimates that 98 percent 
of the workers of the struck hotels 
would vote for the Hotel & Res- 
taurant Workers, whose present 
strike against more than a score of 
the luxury establishments was pre- 
ceded by a long organizing cam- 
paign, 

Prevented from maintaining 
picket lines or distributing leaflets, 
the union has instituted a “non- 


existent” picket line, and it is well ] 


known that the hotels are being 
struck. It is common talk in Miami 
Beach that the season has not been 
one of the most successful for many 
hotels, and the strike—with its at- 
tendant deterioration of service for 
the guests—is believed to be at least 
partly responsible. 


COPE Plans 
Fund Drive 
For °56 Race 


(Continued from Page 1) 
on labor political activity. 

If the bill were passed, Meany 
said, any union officer could be sub- 
ject to a two-year jail term or a 
$10,000 fine if he knew “directly or 
indirectly” that any member of his 
union was collecting funds for po- 
litical contributions and expenditure 
by the union. 

Discussing a story widely dis- 
tributed by the Associated Press 
about an alleged political black- 
list, Meany declared: 

“Whoever gave out that infor- 
mation told the reporter some- 
thing that was untrue. There was 
no such statement at the Execu- 
tive Council meeting. 

“There was absolutely no dis- 
cussion of any candidate or for 
the support or defeat of any 
candidate.” 


The COPE chairman explained 
that bills like the Goldwater-Curtis 
measure would “without the slight- 
est doubt have the effect of stran- 
gling our unions.” 

“If we are denied rights to ex- 
press our opinions politically, and if 
at the same time legislation is being 
considered and passed to hamper 
unions, then we’ve got to be politi- 
cally active,” Meany said. “If we 
can’t express our views in a paper 
or letter, then we're not in a very 
good position to defend ourselves. 

“Under those circumstances, be- 
fore long unions would be so ham- 
strung it would be difficult for them 
to exist.” 

In Washington, Labor Sec. 
Mitchell said at a news conference, 
unions have a right to express them- 
selves on political issues. “I agree 
with George Meany when he says 
that the purpose of unions is pro- 
viding in a non-partisan way infor- 
mation on issues working people 
are interested in. I understand that 
it is not the purpose of union lead- 
ers to try to control votes.” 


A PLAQUE “for a job well done” is presented to former arc 
Joseph S. Clark by Philadelphia Industrial Union Council Pres, 
Joseph T. Kelley (left). ‘Fhe Pennsylvania TUC has urged the state 
Democratic Committee to nominate Clark for U. S. senator. 


Democrats Win-3rd 
Congressional Seat 


New York—In the third 
straight Democratic victory of 
off-year elections to the U. S. 
Congress, James C. Healy 
trounced his Republican and 
Liberal Party opponents for 
the House seat recently va- 
cated by Rep. Sidney A. Fine 
(D-N. Y.). : 

Healy, law secretary to 
Bronx Borough Pres. James J. 
Lyons, received 9,446 votes. 
The Liberal candidate, Sidney 
Burstein, outran Republican 
Barnett Davis 1941 to 1690. 
The election fills the unex- 
pired térm of Fine, who re- 
signed from Congress after 
being elected to the New 
York Supreme Court last No- 
vember. 

As in the case of the recent 
elections of Reps. John Din- 
gell, Jr. (D-Mich.) and Elmer 
J. Holland (D-Pa.), Healy 
considerably increased the 
Democratic margin over that 
in the 1954 elections. 
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Celanese Workers 


Get 10-Cent Hike 


Rome, Ga.—A wage increase 
averaging 10 cents an hour has been 
negotiated for 1,200 Celanese Corp. 
workers by the Textile Workers Un- 
ion. F 

The general increase amounts to 
5.929 percent, averaging out to 10 
cents, according to TWUA Execu- 
tive Vice Pres, William Pollock. On 
top of this is another two cents an 
hour in adjustments for 111 skilled 
workers, which adds another half a 
cent to the average. 


Meany said the AFL-CIO will 
fight the Goldwater-Curtis bill vig- 
orously, by acquainting members 
with its provisions and bringing the 
labor viewpoint to legislators. 

Much of the COPE meeting was 
devoted to a discussion of the struc- 
ture and organization of the politi- 
cal committee, Meany declared. He 
said that very few differences had 
been found between the methods of 
the old Labor’s League for Political 
Education and the Political Action 
Committee. The differences were 
so slight that co-directors Jack 
Kroll and James McDevitt have 
been instructed to iron them out. 


'|Labor Backs 


Mayor Zeidler 
In Milwaukee 


Milwaukee — Frank P. Zeidler, 
mayor of Milwaukee and generally 
conceded to be one of the nation’s 
top chief municipal officers, re- 
ceived the unqualified support of 
the city’s organized labor move- 
ment in his bid for re-election. 


Labor’s Political League threw its - 
full support behind Zeidler in the 
coming mayoralty race in April 
Zeidler’s chief opponent is Milton 
McGuire, president of the common 
council. 


Unions affiliated with LPL rep- 
resent over 140,000 members, AFL- 
CIO and independent. 


As chief executive of Milwaukee 
Zeidler has established a reputa- 
tion for. clean government and 
honest administration. 


A bitter mayoralty race is fore- 
cast because of the large sums of 
money allegedly being poured into 
McGuire’s campaign by wealthy 
industrialists who hope to sce 
Zeidler beaten. 


In his opening announcement, 
McGuire attacked Zeidler as “pro- 
labor” and has left little doubt as 
to his sympathies with big business. 


Union to Survey 
Phone Industry 


The relative merits of private 
versus publicly-owned telephone 
facilities in the U. S. and Canada 
will be the subject of an intensive 
study undertaken by the Commu- 
nications Workers. 

CWA has a vital stake in the 
answers it turns up since most of 
the union’s 300,000 members, scat- 
tered in all but two states, the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Hawaii and three 
Canadian provinces, are employed 
in the telephone field. 


The study committee, CWA Pres. 
Joseph A. Beirne announced, in- 
cludes the following from the un- 
ion: 

Vice Pres. John L. Crull, Wash- 
ington, chairman; District 7 Dir. 
James E. Smith, Omaha; Canadian 
Dir. Elma Hannah, Toronto; Ruth 
Tucker, a member of Local 3217, 
Macon, Ga.; Local 4000 Pres. Nor- 
man. MacKay, -Detroit. Sylvia B. 
Gottlieb, CWA research director, 
will be committee coordinator and 
assistant. 
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New England’s Distressed Areas 


Tell Senate Probers of Plight 


‘By Eugene A. Kelley 


Boston—Reaction to the aims and effects of legislation proposed for aiding economically distressed 
areas was mixed as the Senate Labor subcommittee held the first of its field hearings in a state with more 


than its share of cities in trouble. 


Organized labor spokesmen endorsed the bill introduced by Sen. Paul Douglas (D-IIl.), while some 
mayors and others only grudgingly conceded their communities needed help. 


Sen. John F. Kennedy (D-Mass.)® 


conducted the day-long session. He 
indicated similar hearings will be 
held in Maine, Rhode Island, Penn- 
sylvania, Illinois, Kentucky and 
West Virginia, all states which have 
sizable pockets of high unemploy- 
ment. 

The Douglas measure received 
unqualified endorsement from Pres. 
John A. Callahan of the Massachu- 
setts Federation of Labor and Pres. 
J. William Belanger of_the state’s 
Industrial Union Council. 


Callahan told the hearing that 
Lawrence, his own city, had as 
many as 20,000 unemployed when 
some of the largest textile mills 
theree closed, and “there are still 
10,000 people loafing.” 

The city is still waiting, he said, 
for help promised by federal of- 
ficials. 

Visitors to Washington were 
shunted from one agency to an- 
other, he said, and then were told 
that it was “Lawrence’s own prob- 
Jem.” 

Belanger’s statement, based on 
material prepared by the research 
department of the Textile Workers 
Union, was delivered by Albert G. 
Clifton, IUC legislative representa- 
tive. 

Substantial Surplus 

Two of the Bay State’s major 
labor market areas, Lawrence and 
Lowell, have been classified as 
“areas of substantial labor surplus” 
since 1951. 


Fall River and New Bedford were 
similarly classified from 1951 until 
last November, and a main reason 
for their being dropped from the 
category was the shrinkage of the 
labor force. 


Lawrence, Belanger’s statement 
said, had 11.5 percent of its work- 
ers idle last November. The labor 
force has declined by 11,960, a 
19 percent drop, over the past 
five years, he said. Employment 
dropped by 12,460 during this pe- 
riod, a decline of 22 percent. 


These declines, he said, came 
about after the liquidation of five 
giant woolen and worsted mills 
which had made Lawrence the cen- 
ter of this industry. From a peak 
textile employment of 26,000 a few 
years ago, the number of textile 
workers in the area has shrunk to 
5,500. 

Diversified industries which have 
moved into the city offer a job 
potential of fewer than 7,000, less 
than one-third the number of textile 
jobs lost. 

If these alarming statistics fright- 
ened anyone, it certainly was not 
Gov. Christian A. Herter or Law- 
rence’s Mayor John J. Buckley. 


Herter, often mentioned as a pos- 
sible Republican presidential can- 
didate, expressed “sympathy” for 
some of the Douglas bill’s features, 
but would not be drawn into a com- 
parison of this measure and the 
so-called Administration bill intro- 
duced by Sen. H. Alexander Smith 
(R-N.J.). He said he sought to 
avoid the “depressed area” tag be- 
cause of its psychological effect. 


‘Remarkable’ Recovery 


He said Lawrence had made a 
remarkable recovery, largely due to 
the efforts of its own citizens and 
state agencies. He conceded that 
the federal government had been of 
little assistance in aiding the city. 

Buckley, critical of press and tele- 
vision reporting of the city’s plight, 
Tepeated the Governor’s objection 
to the “depressed area” label. He 
admitted there had been “hardship 


on textile families,” but maintained 
the city was not depressed. 

The Mayor said he generally fa- 
vors the Douglas bill, but wants 
local activity “assisted but not con- 
trolled by the federal government.” 

The most difficult problem facing 
his community, Buckley said, 
the development of job opportuni- 
ties for those former textile work- 
ers who are over 50 years old and 
whose skills were acquired in the 
woolen-worsted manufacture.” 

City Manager Frank E. Barrett 
of Lowell testified his city’s greatest 
need “is industrial housing to re- 
place mill buildings erected in the 
early and middle 19th Century.” 


He advocated building industrial 
property in the same manner that 
public housing projects are erected, 
arguing that there would be no 
greater financial risk to the govern- 
ment. His city, he said, is plagued 


Prof. Seymour E. Harris 


with “old plants which occupy the 
city’s best industrial sites.” 


New Bedford’s Plight 

Mayor Francis J. Lawler of New 
Bedford, one of the day’s most 
forthright speakers, said his city’s 
unemployment experience has been 
“cyclical and unfortunate.” 

He endorsed the Douglas bill 
without hesitation and said he be- 
lieved it was the responsibility of 
the federal government to assist de- 
pressed areas. 


The measure would be of little 
help to Fall River, Mayor John F. 
Kane told the hearing, because un- 


der its provisions to get federal as- 
sistance a city must have 9 percent 
of its labor force idle for six months, 
or 6 percent idle for three years. 
At present, Fall River would be dis- 
qualified, he said. 


“On the surface the city’s position 


“is |looks good, but actually it is not,” 


Kane said. Forty-five percent of 
the labor force is in the needle 
trades and 32 percent in the textile 
industry. 

Economy Analyzed 

Prof. Seymour H. Harris, chair- 
man of the economics department 
of Harvard University and head of 
the Governor’s textile committee, 
submitted an extremely detailed 
brief dealing with the region’s eco- 
nomic problems. 

He warned that surplus labor 
areas can have a multiple decline 
compared with other areas if there 
is an economic downturn in 1956. 
Noting that southern senators are 
“well organized,” Harris said that 
New England legislators are cor- 
rect in putting the national interest 
first, but regional problems cannot 
be ignozed. 


New England wages were 25 per- 


;| cent above the national average be- 


fore World War II, he said, but are 
now only 9 percent above that 
mark. 


The Taft-Hartley Act, Harris 
went on, “has tended to freeze the 
situation where wages are high in 
the North and down in the South.” 


Aid Cuts Opposed 


He maintained that if unemploy- 
ment compensation benefits are ex- 
tended, as the Douglas bill recom- 
mends, there be no reduction in 
benefit levels. 


George A. Carignan, TWU New 
Bedford area director, called at- 
tention to the plight of older work- 
ers for whom the bill would provide 
retraining facilities. 


“Many workers over 45 are un- 
able to find new jobs when mills 
close and are for all practical pur- 
poses out of the labor market,” he 
said. 


THE LARGEST, EMPTIEST MILL in the world is the Wood Wor- 
sted Mill in Lawfence, Mass., which until it closed two years ago 
employed 9,000 workers. Areas like Lawrence would benefit under 
Douglas’ proposed legislation. 


Hatters Approve Dixie 


Plants, Bar 


Runaways 


New York—Employers interest-? 


ed only in expanding their business 
and not in substituting southern 
plants for northern shops to get 
cheap labor will not fifid resistance 
from the Hatters Union. e 

Pres. Alex Rose of the Hat and 
Cap Union made this promise after 
signing an agreement with the 
American Needle & Novelty Co. 
which operates plants in Chicago 
and Harrisburg, IIL 

The firm contemplates opening a 
third plant in Franklin, Ky. The 
union made the discovery acciden- 
tally, learning that the company was 
arranging to have the Franklin busi- 
ness community erect a cap manu- 
facturing plant for it. 


Strike to Stop Move 

Believing it was the firm’s inten- 
tion to move South and abandon its 
unionized employes, the union 
called a strike in the two existing 
plants to insure that the third plant 
would be an addition and not a 
substitution. 

The agreement settling the strike 
provides that the union will have 
no objection to establishment of the 
southern plant if present workers 
are not injured and the company 
will not try:to block unionization of 
the southern plant. It also provides 
the union will be recognized in 
Franklin not later than next Jan. 1 
and no work shall be diverted from 
one plant to another. 


Work Transfer Penalties 

If work normally performed in 
the organized plants is transferred 
to the new plant, the firm agrees to 
liquidate any resulting damage by 
paying the union from 50 cents to 
$1.50 a dozen caps. 

The employer also agreed that in 


LABOR’S POSITION on Douglas bill to aid depressed areas is made clear to Sen. John F. Kennedy 
(D-Mass.) at Boston hearing by Pres. John A. Callahan of state Federation of Labor, left, and others. 
From left, Callahan, Sen. Kennedy, George E. Carignan and Arthur W. Brown, area directors of the 
Textile Workers Union in New Bedford and Lawrence respectively. 


the event his business declines and 
he is forced to close a northern 
plant he will pay severance pay to 
the workers involved amounting to 
four months of straight time average 
hourly earnings. 

New and higher wage scales were 
also negotiated for many present 
employes as well as for those to be 
employed in the Kentucky shop. 


Big Financiers 
Refuse to Aid 
Oil Workers 


Denver—To practically nobody’s 
surprise, the two big financiers to 
whom the Oil, Chemical & Atomic 
Workers turned for support in their 
fight to preserve the sanctity of 
private enterprise won't give it. 

The reason, perhaps, is that the 
fight is directed against the Texas 
Co., which is pretty big — financial- 
ly and otherwise — itself. It was 
touched off when the company 
sought to bar ownership of any 
form of interest in any other oil or 
gas firm to employes of its Port 
Arthur, Tex., refinery. 

OCAW Pres. O. A. Knight asked 
Chairman Joseph C. O’Mahoney 
(D-Wyo.) of the Senate Anti- 
Monopoly Subcommittee to inves- 
tigate the company’s order. The 
senator agreed on the ground that 
the union had made a prima facie 
case of “violation of the economic 
independence of the Texas Co. em- 
ployes.” 

Offers Curious Idea 


Knight also sought the backing 
of Pres. G. Keith Funston of the 
New York Stock Exchange and 
Winthrop H. Smith, managing part- 
ner of the nationwide investment 


:| brokerage house of Merrill Lynch, 


Pierce, Fenner & Beane. 

Smith refused to take any stand, 
claiming the matter is “a purely 
internal one.” Funston, however, 
came up with a curious idea. 
Instead of putting their money in 
the industry they know best, or 
holding on to things like oil rights 
they may have picked up before 
going to work for Texas, the firm’s 
employes, he said, might “acquire 
shares in General Motors, General 
Electric, American Telephone & 
Telegraph or any of the many other 
big and successful corporations 
which have no competitive interest 
in the petroleum field.* 

Funston told Knight he did not 
“agree with your feeling that the 
Texas Co. is discouraging its work- 
ers from investing merely because 
it forbids them to own interests in 
oil and gas leases and other mineral 
developments.” 

Knight and the union, because 
they had asked O’Mahoney to in- 
vestigate the Texas Co. stand, were 
belabored mightily by Reuben V. 
Anderson, president of the Wyo- 
ming Farm Bureau. 

He demanded that O’Mahoney, 
instead of investigating the Texas 
Co., investigate something he called 
“labor leader monopoly.” 
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ae A Veto, Mr. President! 


RES. Eisenhower acknowledged in a news conference that he felt 

he must take into account the interests of “captive gas con- 
sumers” in considering whether to sign or veto the Harris-Fulbright 
gas bill. 

‘Captive” consumers is right. When a family invests in a gas 
furnace or gas stove, it is chained to a single pipeline that runs 
straight back to the huge producing corporations seeking a legal 
license from Congress to extort unlimited profits. 


The family can throw away the gas furnace and revert to some 
other fuel if it doesn’t like the gas price—but that’s expensive. As 
Marie Antoinette said, the French peasant family could also “eat 
cake” if. it couldn’t buy bread. ’ 

Twenty-five million gas consumers deserve the protection of 
reasonable federal regulation of the prices charged at the pipeline 
by the big gas producers, already among the richest corporations 
in the world. 

Harry S. Truman vetoed the Kerr bill in 1950, with a message 
denouncing it in terms that Pres. Eisenhower might well adopt to 
veto the Harris-Fulbright bill, designed to serve the same purpose 
of enriching the giant gas producers by exempting them from 
regulation. 


United Labor in Action 


* ¢ vw first full-dress meeting of the AFL-CIO Executive Council 

: provided concrete evidence that labor unity has been achieved 

in fact as well as in name. The very absence of big news stories in 
the daily press—which relishes only sensational accounts of conflict 
——was additional proof. 


| There was none of the color and drama of the merger conven- 


tion about this first Executive Council meeting. Rather it was 
a down-to-earth, working session of the combined leadership of the 
American labor movement, united in purpose and action. 


Many important problems faced the Executive Council; many 
major decisions had to be and were made. All were made in the 
trade union manner and in the trade union spirit—the soundest 
foundation upon which to build the united labor movement. 


| A Preposterous Vacuum 


ee baffling reasons the Eisenhower Administration has declined 

thus far to indicate American endorsement of the proposed 

Int’1 Labor Organization convention denouncing forced and slave 

labor. 

| American unions initiated the original ILO investigation and 

' report on forced labor. The United States sponsored and voted 
for a United Nations General Assembly resolution denouncing 
forced labor—and only the Soviet bloc was opposed. 

- Now, when the ILO has produced its proposed convention against 

vial forced labor, the Soviet nations hypocritically indicate their support. 

: Every European country except France and Poland has indicated 
support, and favorable action by them is expected. 


The situation is preposterous and intolerable. We-are against 
forced labor, aren’t we? Then let the Administration formally 
say so. 


| Gy AFL-CIO NEWS | 


Official Weekly Publication 


of the 
American Federation of Labor 
and Congress of Industrial Organizations 
GEORGE MEANY, President 
WILLIAM F, SCHNITZLER, Secretary-Treasurer 
Executive Committee: George Meany, Walter P. Reuther, Matthew 
Woll, James B. Carey, George M. Harrison, David J. McDonald, 
Harry C. Bates, William F. Schnitzler 
Executive Council 
Matthew Woll 


James B. Carey 
David Dubinsky 


Walter P. Reuther 
Harry C. Bates 
Wm. C. Doherty 


George M. Harrison 
Wm. C. Birthright 
David J. McDonald 


Emil Rieve Chas. J. MacGowan Herman Winter 
Wm. L. McFetridge Joseph Curran James C. Petrillo 
Dave Beck M. A. Hutcheson L. S. Buckmaster 


Jacob Potofsky A. J. Hayes Joseph D. Keenan 
A. Philip Randolph Willard S. Townsend Richard F. Walsh 
Joseph A. Beirne A. L. Spradling O. A. Knight 
Director of Publications: Henry C. Fleisher 
Managing Editor: Saul Miller 


Assistant Editors: Eugene Kelley, Gervase N. Love, Milton Plumb, 
Hollace Ransdell, Willard Shelton, R. J. Wentworth 


Circulation Manager: Bernard Mullady. Assistant: Alfred Motley 


AFL-CIO Headquarters: 901 Massachusetts Ave. N. W., 
Washington 1, D. C. 
Editorial Offices: 718 Jackson Pl. N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Subscriptions: $1.25 a year; 50 or more, $1 a year. 
Application for Second Class Entry transfer is pending. 


VOL. I FEBRUARY 11, 1956 No. 10 


The American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations does not accept paid advertising in any of its official 
publications. No one is authorized to solicit advertising for any 
g publication in the name of the AFL-CIO. 


WAM Outdated: 


By William J. Smith, S.J. 


(The following article by the Rev. 
William J. Smith, S.J., appeared in 
the Indiana Catholic and Record. 
Father Smith is director of the In- 
stitute of Industrial Relations at St. 
Peter's College, Jersey City, N. J.) 


Some of our intimate friends 
often ask why we persist in defend- 
ing the trade unions. 


They point out a few specific 
abuses by some union or labor 
leader and feel that the incidents 
justify a general antipathy toward 
the trade union movement. 

One of the reasons we feel social- 
ly obligated to defend the trade 
unions is because some of our 
friends don’t. 


We would ask them to pause for 
a moment sometime and try to en- 
vision this country if there never 
had been an organized labor move- 
ment in it. With 58 giant corpora- 
tions whose corporate assets run 
from one billion to 10 or 11 billion 
each, how lorig, do you think, we 
would have a free government 
unless some counter force had 
arisen to put a check on monopoly 
and economic dictatorship? 


Labor’s Contributions 
We have expressed the opinion 
on more than one occasion and 
repeat it here, we doubt very much 
that we would enjoy living in the 
United States of America today if 
there had never been an AFL.- 


Are we unaware of the abuses 
that exist among the sprawling labor 
organizations and their 15 million 
members? We would match our 
knowledge of that phase of organ- 
ized labor with any of the anti- 
union propagandists and feel very 
confident that we have a pretty gen- 
eral view of the picture. 


What our anti-union friends don’t 
seem to realize is that their con- 
tinued sniping at men like George 
Meany and Walter Reuther is lend- 
ing aid and comfort to the racket- 
eers. 

Meany, Reuther Views 

There is no one in this country 
today, we would wager, either in or 
out of the labor movement, who 
is more determined to rid organ- 


ized labor of the vicious elements 


and parasites that infect it than 
Walter Reuther. 


There is no one in this- country 
today either within or without or- 
ganized management, who is more 
sincerely dedicated to the ideal of 
a decent trade union movement and 
a workable relationship between 
employer and employe than George 
Meany. 

The National Association of 
Manufacturers through their spokes- 
men, with holier-than-thou attitude, 
ask the responsible leaders of labor 
to abandon their own social philos- 
ophy and accept the discredited, 
anti-social and philosophically false 
philosophy of individualism. 

They ask them to forget about 
security for the workers of the 
nation and join them in their exag- 
gerated economic theories of an un- 
restrained economic way of life. 


NAM’s Moldy Cheese 


They ask them to forget about 
social justice and put their trust in 
the prudence, fairness and the uni- 
versal love of the employer for the 
employe in the determination of 
wage scales, employe security and 
industrial order. 

In a word, they say, “Let us run 
the country politically, socially, 
economically, and you settle down 
to a nice uncomfortable status of 
second-class citizenship.” They are 
painfully disappointed when the la- 


“Well, I figured that as long as 
George is getting paid while he’s on 
his vacation...” 


New Employers Group Needed 


bor men refuse to nibble at their 
moldy cheese. 


The contrast between the human- 
itarian ideals publicly championed 
on the occasion of the merger of 
the AFL and CIO with the self- 
centered, “me-first” opinions ex- 
pressed by the representatives of 
the National Association of Manu- 
facturers on the following day were 
so marked that only the socially 
blind could not see the difference 
in the two approaches. 


What influential employers in 
America need most today is a new 
national organization, sparked by 
men who have already repudiated 
the philosophy of the National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers, and 
have accepted the trade union as an 
essential and integral element in in- 
dustrial American society. 


Many leaders on both sides are 
ready and willing to work for the 
common cause of a progressive, 
more humanly decent and socially 
sound program of action between 
employer and employe. 


‘Wreck’ Law Debate 
To Be Aired Feb. 19 


New York—A nationally broad- 
cast debate on so-called “right to 
work” laws will be sponsored Feb. 
19, by the New York Typographi- 
cal Union, Local 6 of the Interna- 
tional Typographical Union. 


Gerhard P. Van Arkel, Washing- 
ton attorney and former general 
counsel of the National Labor Re- 
lations Board, will present the union 
viewpoint against the laws. The 
defense of the statutes will be con- 
ducted by Godfrey P. Schmidt, 
Fordham University law school 
teacher. 

Van Arkel and Schmidt wit ap- 
pear on the American Broadcast- 
ing Co.’s Town Meeting of the Air. 
The debate will be sent around the 
world by the Armed Services Radio 
Service and the Voice of America. 

The union’s purpose in sponsor- 
ing the program, according to Edu- 
cational Committee Chairman Carl 
Schlesinger, is to “encourage full 
and free discussion of radically op- 
posed, strongly held views” on 
“right to work” laws and similar 
controversial subjects. 
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WASHINGTON 


——lland @ Shelion 


One of these days the role played by oil-and-gas money in politics 
will be exposed, and there is a-good chance that it may be done by 
Sen. Thomas C. Hennings, Jr. (D-Mo.)—provided the oil-and-gas cam- 
paign contributors don’t knock him out of office when he seeks re-elec- 
tion this year. 

The bipartisan leadership moved in like a smothering blanket when 
Hennings tried a full-scale inquiry into oil-and-gas money in the wake 
of disclosure by Sen. Francis Case (R-S. D.) of the now-famous $2,- 
500 “campaign contribution.” 

Sens. Lyndon Johnson and William F. Knowland, Democratic and 


Republican floor leaders, both from oil-and-gas states, feverishly got a} i 


special committee appointed to take jurisdiction. 


The pitch became clear when Sen. Walter S. George (D-Ga.), named | : 
as chairman of the special committee, said Case had been told not to 


testify before Hennings until after appearing before the special group. 


Informed by reporters that Hennings’ subcommittee was actually | ' 


waiting for Case to appear, George sardonically commented that “un- 
der the rules of the Senate” it was the Missouri senator’s “privilege” to 
sit and wait. 

Hennings has done a good deal of work on election laws and cus- 
toms, and he has a couple of bills pending that the Senate might, out 
of respect for its own integrity, debate and adopt instead of -pigeon- 


holing. 
xk * 

The first of these bills would modernize and strengthen existing laws 
limiting campaign contributions in federal elections and compelling 
honest, complete reports of campaign receipts and expenditures. 

Present laws are unrealistic in their pretended “limits” on maximum 
amounts of spending. Expenses for television and radio campaigning 
are enormous, and few candidates in hard-fought elections can actually 
live within the limits. 

The laws are also filled with loopholes. An oil tycoon can—and fre- 
quently does—evade the apparent limit of $5,000 on his personal con- 
tributions by dividing up much larger sums among various “commit- 


E tees” and states. 


Many of these contributions are never reported. Or the reports are 
buried obscurely in some state capital where no one ever sees them. 

The Hennings bill would make each candidate responsible, in writ- 
ing, for authorizing extra-party “committees” that he may wish to have 
support and help finance his campaign. 

It would make the candidate report the total of all spending by him- 
self and all authorized extra-party groups in his behalf. The reports 
would be filed with the proper officials of Congress and also with the 
clerk of the U. S. District Court in his own state. 

The bill would prohibit any individual from making total contribu- 


: tions of more than $10,000 in connection with all federal elections in 


a single year. 

It would require actual publication of reported campaign expendi- 
tures. = 

The other bill that Hennings is sponsoring is a proposal to encourage 
small gifts to political candidates by allowing individuals exemption 
from income taxes on contributions of up to $100. 

Put these two measures together, and we would have a new system 


) discouraging the dominance of “big money” in campaign contributions, 
) telieving members of Congress of servitude to the big contributors, and 


stimulating honesty and democracy in politics. 
kkk 
Wouldn’t the ordinary person think that self-respecting politicians 
would welcome such a system? It is a known fact that some veteran 


, senators from Southern states dread, most of all, a hard-fought primary 


battle, partly because it means they have to beg their “friends” once 
again for enormous quantities of money. 
Yet Hennings’ two modest little bills have been put in cold storage. 
The first bill has been approved, after careful and complete hearings, 
by the Rules and Administration Committee. But the Democratic Pol- 
icy Committee headed by Sen. Johnson has held it up—although be- 
latedly there is a pledge of “floor action.” 


|Morgan Says: 


F this reporter ever happens to sound authoritative 

on the subject of agriculture, it is sheer accident. 

I can hardly tell the difference between dandelion 

greens and spinach, yet I’ve had a narrow escape 
from classification as an expert. 

Several weeks ago, I suggested, partly. with tongue 
in cheek, I thought, that 
hog prices might be helped 
if the processor people 
would actually put a piece 
of pork in a can of pork 
and beans. 

Well, sir, as a result, a 
‘lady in Flushing, N. Y., 
wrote a cannery in In- 
diana demanding “how 
. about it?” and a congress- 
man called me up and 
asked if I had any de- 
tailed proposals because a 
constituent was pressing him to introduce a bill. 

The lady, incidentally, got a little package of pork 

and beans from the cannery’s publicity man along 
with a plaintive letter hoping she’d find some pork 


Morgan 


inside but explaining that sometimes it just melts 


away. 

The flavor and nourishment are still there, though, 
he insisted. I had to confess to the congressman that 
I didn’t have any real recipe of relief for hog farmers. 


Benson Slaps at Packers’ Prices 


Yet the way the professionals continue to be ground 
to sausage themselves by the problem, perhaps we 
amateurs should at least remain vigilant. 


AST October the Agriculture Dept. started an 
$85,000,000 pork-buying program. According 

to the fanfare, it was supposed to help the farmer 
even though it couldn’t be put as more than a token 
gesture. On Jan. 19, Sen. Humphrey of Minnesota 
asserted that packers were enjoying the program but 
farmers weren't. “I want to know,” Humphrey said, 
“why the prices the Administration is paying to 
packers have been going up while prices received by 
farmers from the packers have still been going down.” 
Possibly stung by Humphrey’s criticism and aware 
of other charges that packers were widening their 
profits at the taxpayers’ expense, Secretary Benson 


- gave the industry a little lecture in Chicago. He told 


the packers in effect to mind their manners and not 
be greedy. He said he wouldn’t stand idly by and 
not defend the farmers but he didn’t say what he 
would do if packers refused to heed his warning to 
“tighten up costs” and keep marketing margins in 
line. 

Obviously he was referring to their whole opera- 
tions, not just their pork sales to the government 
which have amounted to only some 90 million pounds 
so far—this, it’s estimated, probably doesn’t equal 
a third of one week’s pork production. 


Vandercook Says: 


Ike-Eden Parley Results Elusive 


FTER three days and nine sessions, the American 

President and the British Prime Minister have 

brought the latest two-nation “summit” conference 
to an end. 

A single phrase in the lengthy communique that’s 
been issued probably expressed the major achieve- 
ment of those meetings. It 
is this: “We are firmly 
united in our purpose to 
deter and prevent aggres- 
sive expansion by force or 
subversion.” That’s to say 
— if anyone has doubted it 
—the two great peace- 
wanting, peace-making 
powers are as firm friends 
as ever. 

That declaration was 
aimed principally at China. 
But it’s meant that that 
warning should be heard around the world. 

On details, differences remain. Eden wants to keep 


Vandercook 


his job by expanding trade with the Red east. Eisen- 
hower and Dulles are afraid they will lose their’s, if 
they agree. 

Nor have the conferees, it seems, had any new, or 
astonishing, ideas. However, a higher fence has been 
built around Formosa. Trouble - seekers on either 
side in the Arab-Israeli quarrel have been urged more 
firmly than before not to hurl a torch that might set 
the world afire. 


UST what we’d do, however, has not precisely 
been set down. An attached statement of prin- 
ciples thus sums up the democratic faith: “The state 
should exist for the individual—not vice versa.” 
Great Britain’s conservative press shows no such 
awestruck reverence for Anthony Eden as does its 
American counterpart for Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
English Tory journals call the cliche-loaded “dec- 
laration” on questions of world policy, issued after 
the Eisenhower-Eden meetings—“vague” and “wa- 
tery” and they regret that “these periodic meetings 
at the summit usually end in cozy generalities.” 


As We See It: | 


Hennings Asks Oil Price Probe 


EN. Thomas C. Hennings, Jr.,| portant to the people of the U. S.| ing it has been estimated that in 


(D-Mo.) demanded a congres-|than it is right now,” 


sional investigation of oil company | Hennings. 
price-fixing policies and political 


declared | some cities the family gas bill will 
be increased by $25 or more a year. 


“Until the coming of atomic en-| Of one thing you can be sure, the 
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contributions as he discussed the 


The second bill is buried in Chairman Harry Byrd’s Senate Finance natural gas bill over As We See It, 


Committee, with no hearings scheduled. 


an ABC network radio program 


Members of the Senate have good reason to know that the public presented by the AFL-CIO. 


can become swiftly indignant, and its indignation can burn many vic- 


“I believe that at no time in 


tims, when the odor of scandal’ is unmistakable and a coverup is our history has an investigation of 


suspected. 


The bipartisan leadership may get a satisfactory job from the special 


commitice in the single issue of the “campaign contribution” for Case. 


The larger issue remains to be covered, and the leadership may dis- 


cover that Hennings has the public with him. 


ee 


the oil industry been more im- 


ergy, our industrial civilization rides 
principally upon oil and electricity. 
The prices we pay for electricity 
depend partly on what we have to 
pay for oil and gas.” 

Hennings said that, “If a family 
uses gas for both heating and cook- 


On Automated 


Washington (PAI)—While Post 
Office employes are keeping a close 
watch on what’s happening, the 
Post Office Dept. is pushing experi- 
ments in mail handling through au- 
tomation. 

Latest development is announce- 
ment of Postmaster General Arthur 
E. Summerfield that the Bureau of 
Standards has agreed to make an 
analysis of the operations of the 
Post Office Dept. to see how much 
automation may be possible in han- 
dling the mails. The study began 
the first of this year and will kast 
about a year and a half. 

The Post Office has gone in heav- 
ily in recent years for automation 
when it comes to handling its own 
bookkeeping, particularly in its pay- 
roll department. It has been less 
successful in discovering ways of 
sorting and distributing mail 
through automatic processes. 


With future population increases 


Postal Clerks Keeping Tabs 


Post Office 


expected to boost the postal load 
terrifically, the Post Office is look- 
ing for “electronic developments 
for the automatic sorting of mail in 
post offices.” 

Summerfield declared that the 
new automation studies “will not 
mean any layoffs of postal per- 
sonnel.” 

President Leo George of the Post 
Office Clerks said that his union is 
watching automation developments 
closely. 

“While automation is no imme- 
diate problem in the sorting of 
mail,” he said, “it can of course 
become a serious problem in the 
future. They have been experi- 
menting with machines for some 
time now and while they haven’t 
turned up one that will replace the 
postal clerk in sorting and distribut- 
ing mail, there’s no question that 
some day they will come up with 
something. It’s a long term affair.” 


passage of this bill means that gas 
bills are going up all over the na- 
tion.” 

The senator said that gas bills 
might increase so that families 
would have to change to oil or gas, 
abandon their present equipment, 
such as a gas water heater costing 
$170 or more; a gas stove, costing 
from $200 to $500, and gas fur- 
naces costing “a great deal more.” 

“People who have bought this 
equipment cannot change to a dif- 
ferent fuel without terrific expense,” 
he said. 

“Stripped of all legal language, 
this bill would transfer between 
$600 million and $800 million a 
year from the pockets of 21 million 
consumers of natural gas in 44 
states to the pockets principally of 
35 gigantic oil companies,” Hen- 
nings asserted. 

“The men who direct these great 
oil companies work through both 
political parties. They contribute 
to many campaign chests in all 
parts of the country. 

“Not only that, but they are 
heavy spenders for advertising 
which benefits the newspapers and 
magazines of the ‘country. They 
are able to sway public opinion in 
many places to their viewpoint be- 
cause they engage high-priced pub- 
lic relations firms to inundate the 
country with arguments for what 
they want done.” 
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How to Buy: 


Differences in Margarine Small | 


By Sidney Margolius 
ARGARINE: “Is there any difference in food 
value among the various brands of margarine? 
Some sell for as little as 19 cents a pound. Is the 
only difference in the wrapping and packaging?” 
—Mrs. M. C., Clifton, Va. 


All margarines must conform to federal standards 
and thus have basically the same food value. They” 
all must be at least 80 percent fat and contain 15,000 
units of vitamin A per pound. 

The fat is usually a refined food fat such as soy- 
bean and other vegetable oils and is blended with 
pasteurized cultured skim milk. The only differences 
among the various brands are small ones of flavor 
and melting point. Thus you can save as much as 
50 percent of the cost of some brands by simply select- 
ing the least expensive brand whose taste you like. 

Asphalt tile: “We will start building a one-story 
house with a concrete slab base and perimeter hot- 
water heat soon. The plans call for asphalt tile floors. 
We think the new tile which resembles cork is very 
attractive, but I have been told that asphalt tile is 
the devil to care for—requiring constant washing, 
waxing and buffing, and that it scuffs easily and soon 
shows wear. Wooden tiles are said to be much easier 
to maintain, repair and have better resale value. Can 
you give us your opinion?” 

—Mrs. L. L., Guilford, Conn. 


No doubt asphalt tile is not an unmixed blessing. 
Its advantages are low cost and water resistance, per- 
mitting its use on grade, as on a concrete slab, or 
below grade, as for a basement. 2) = 

However, asphalt tile does have its own problems 
of cleaning and care, and also tends to show indenta- 
tions as the tile softens when the floor gets warm. 


In this case, since you will have perimeter heating, 
you won’t have as much a problem of indentation as 
in houses with radiant heat coils embedded in the 
floor itself. 

There is still the problem of softening and indenta- 
tion on hot summer days, particularly if the sun shines 
directly on the floor, as through a big picture window. 
(This is another of the many errors of ignorance and 
careless design that builders and the FHA have per- 
petrated on small home purchasers in recent years.) 


OU, and people who already have asphalt tile 

floors, can compensate a good deal for their 
problems by knowledgeable care. For some time 
only liquid water-base waxes could be used on asphalt 
tile floors because the naphtha solvents in most paste 
waxes injure asphalt tile. 

But now water-base paste waxes have been devel- 
oped for use on asphalt tile, and these provide more 
durable protection than the liquid self-polishing 
waxes. You do need to use an electric polisher or 
buffer for best results. 

The wood tiles you mention are laminated blocks 
laid in mastic on the concrete slab. Such a floor 
may be easier to care for than asphalt tile, and would 
probably give the house greater resale value, in the 
opinion of most authorities we consulted, although 
wood floors require maintenance too, and the initial 
cost would be higher. 

Such blocks are prefinished at the factory with 
penetrating seals, and if properly maintained will 
not need sanding or refinishing thereafter. But note 
that the manufacturers do not claim them to be 
water-resistant, as are asphalt or vinyl asbestos tile, 
but only water repellant. While they are sold to be 
laid directly over concrete, this use is safest if good 
drainage exists. 


(Copyright 1956 by Sidney Margolius.) 


PLUMBER AT WORK in mural now hanging in Samuel Gompers Room at Intl. Labor Organization 


headquarters in Geneva is shown AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany (center) a member of the Plumbers 
Union, by Artist Dean Cornwell (right), as ILO Deputy Dir.-Gen. Jef Rens looks on. 


FOUNDERS’ DAY marking 10th anniversary of CARE broughi 
an exchange of congratulations between AFL-CIO Vice Pres, 


Matthew Woll (left), a CARE 
Murray D. Lincoln. Both have 
its organization. +» 


vice president, and CARE Pres, 
been on the CARE board since 


U.S. Workers ‘On Job’ 
In New ILO Mural 


Geneva—In the recently dedicated Samuel Gompers Room at 
headquarters here of the Intl. Labor Organization, the American 
union member in many of his guises works busily at his job of 


making a living. 


He is ‘depicted—plumber and proofreader, steel worker and 


auto worker, bricklayer, and barber, 
miner and musician and dozens of 
others—in huge murals painted for 
the room given to the ILO in 
memory of the first president of the 
AFL. 

The artist was one of America’s 
foremost, Dean Cornwell, himself 
a member of the Mural Guild of 


America, a local of the Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers. 

He spent three years photograph- 
ing and sketching workers at their 
jobs. He visited factories and mills 
and mines, stores and warehouses 
and markets, offices and concert 
halls and construction jobs—the full 
range of the myriad activities of the 
15 million AFL-CIO members. 

“I found I had a whole new 
chapter of American history to 
learn,” he commented. “I hope 
the members of organized labor in 
the U.S. like them—as well as the 
other millions of workers around 
the world.” ‘ 


Central Allegory 

The workers on the job spread 
from a “sort of an allegory” in a 
central panel, as Cornwell describes 
it. It shows two classical female 
figures, the New World at the left 
and the Old World at the right, 
lifting the torch of liberty to light 


the way for a male figure of Labor, 
who has just broken his chains, 

At their feet are a globe and an 
old sailing ship, symbols of the 
search for space for work, liberty 
and enjoyment of the fruits of labor. 
Through rifts in rock around the 
figure of Labor, slave labor still 
works hopelessly. 

The figures of the 200 workers 
depicted, arranged in sort of a 
montage, start with construction 
and building workers on either side 
and form a continuous whole that 
maintains its unity without “crow/- 
ing” a room 37 ft. long and 19 ft. 
wide. 

The mural is composed of the 
main section 37 ft. long and 11 ft. 
wide, and four separate panels on 
the window side of the roem. 

“I am deeply grateful to Pres. 
George Meany, to my _ neighbor 
Matt Woll (AFL-CIO vice presi- 
dent) and to the millions of work- 
ers behind them who paid me for 
painting murals which were such 
grand fun,” said Cornwell 

“I hope the ILO delegates who 
meet in the Gompers Room will be 
inspired to speed the day when labor 
everywhere can be shorn of his 
chains and the slave labor shown in 
the allegorical central panel will 
be only a tragic page of ancient 
history.” 


"UNION MAID” = -A Serial Story 


THANKS FOR THE 
CIGAR, ANDY---WHAT’S 
THE OCCASION ? 


JUST DOING 
SOME SPADE WORK, 
GUS---I'M ABOUT 
TO THROW MY 
JANITOR’S CAP IN 
THE RING! 


WHAT? YOU RUN 
FOR A POLITICAL 
OFFICE ? 


YESSIR! 
THEY MAY 
NEED ME--- 


—By Bi 


--- | READ IN THE 
NEWSPAPER THAT THE 
NEXT POLITICAL CAMPAIGN 
IS GOING TO GET 
PRETTY DIRTY 


— 
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Hollywood Observer: — : 


Film Industry,. Labor 
Mark New Cooperation 


By Paul Patrick 


OLLYWOOD—Industrial-labor statesmanship has come to the mo- 

tion picture studios and this was never better demonstrated than at 

the testimonial dinner honoring Richard F. Walsh, international presi- 
dent of the IATSE. 

Gone are the days when the major studios’ labor policy was to attempt 
to pit one union against another. After decades of recurring labor strife, 
motion picture company management some years ago accepted the prin- 
ciples that workers are represented only by organizations of workers and 
that the free trade union is a vital American institution. 

From the union viewpoint, there was a double reason for the dinner 
honoring Pres. Walsh—the winning in hard-fought negotiations of the 
five-day week for all film studio workers and Walsh’s election as a vice 
president of the AFL-CIO. ? 

e* * 6 


EPRESENTING the major studio heads at the affair were such men 
as Jack L. Warner of Warner Bros. Pictures. He acclaimed Pres. 
Walsh as “a fair man—you can talk to him—and he’ll talk to you.” 

Another producer representative was Charles Boren, vice president in 
charge of industrial relations for the Association of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers, with whom Walsh and his negotiating committee had battled 
long and hard just a few weeks ago. 

And then there wete such television network management representa- 
tives as J. M. Clifford, administrative vice president of NBC, and William 
Fitts, CBS vice president. The state sent Lt. Gov. Harold P. Powers and 
the city District Attorney Ernest 
Roll. C. J. “Neil” Haggerty rep- 
resented the California State Fed- 
eration of Labor and W. J. Bassett 
the Los Angeles Central Labor 
Council. 

Walsh spoke briefly of the great 
advances made by the IATSE 
since 1941 when the union “was 
at its lowest ebb.” 

One thousand persons attended 
the testimonial banquet which was 
held in the ballroom of the new 
Beverly Hilton Hotel. Committee 
in charge was composed of Her- 
bert Aller, James M. Crowe, Al 
Erickson, John W. Lehners, Nellie 
Manley, Fred B. Phillips. 

The following week for the 
first time in the history of the 
Hollywood motion picture industry, all studios were shut down as the 
five-day week took effect. 


Grace Kelly 
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MEN to stamp collectors: Actress Grace Kelly will be the first 
American woman pictured on a foreign postage stamp. The Medi- 
terranean principality of Monaco, whose Prince Ranier she’ll wed, will 
issue special stamps to commemorate the event. She’s presently working 
before the cameras in MGM’s High Society with Bing Crosby and Frank 
Sinatra. Also in the cast are Celeste Holm, John Lund, Louis Calhern, 
Sidney Blackmer and Louis Armstrong and his band. 


— 


EVERYBODY WAS HAPPY in Milwaukee, including the zebra who got a new home in the Zoological 
Gardens, when a television program for funds for new zoo purchases proved successful. Shown from 
left are Clare Richardson, drive director, Marlin Perkins, director of the TV “Zoo Parade” program, 
receiving congratulations from Milwaukee Labor Press Editor Ray W. Taylor and Edward Miller, 
one of many donors to the campaign. 


FTC Examiner Says: 


Washington—“Hayr,” 


ner, Earl J. Kolb, has ruled in an 


No Matter How It’s Spelt 
‘Hayr’ Won't Grow Hair 


despite the advertised claims of its manu- 
facturers, will not grow hair, a Federal Trade Commission exami- 


initial decision. 


And neither will anything else in 90 to 95 percent of all cases of 
baldness, he added after a study of expert testimony. 


Kolb’s ruling would prohibit the 
Hayr Chemical Co., Newark, N. J., 
from representing that its product 
will stop the progress of baldness 
and cause hair to grow. The deci- 
sion is not a final one by the FTC, 
and may be appealed, stayed or 
docketed for review. 

In reviewing what the expert said, 
Kolb found that most “male pat- 
tern baldness” results from a com- 
bination of age, heredity and en- 
docrine imbalance, but that the 
exact cause is not definitely known. 

“According to the overwhelming 
weight of reliable, probative and 


Making Ends Meet: 


Rest Still Best Cure for Colds 


By Nancy Pratt 
HIS is the midwinter slump season when every- 
body’s likely to be catching a cold or getting over 
one. It’s been estimated by the Gallup pollsters that 
in each week of the winter cold season almost one 
out of five people are suffering from a cold. 

No one knows ‘exactly what makes one person start 
a sniffling while another is 
3 immune but certainly com- 
mon sense precautions can 
cut down on the number of 
colds most people suffer. 

If you feel a cold com- 
ing On you sometimes can 
nip it by sensibly getting to 
bed early and keeping out 
of wet weather, but once 
you’ve come down with a 
cold there’s no sure cure. 

Cold remedies such as 
anti-histamines, nose drops, 
sprays or lozenges are helpful in relieving symptoms 
and making you feel more comfortable, but they nor- 
mally are useless to prevent or arrest a cold. 

The best thing to do is to go to bed and grin and 
bear it. Rest and warmth help the body get over 
the cold and prevent it from developing into a more 
serious illness. 

It’s not a good idea to be too much of a worry- 


members of the 

Control your 
fect the weather 
climate healthy 
70 degrees. 


a bowl of water 
get hooked into 


will not destroy 


~~ dinner. Include 


or fried bananas 
you want to be 


of certain basic rules will minimize winter colds. 


Everyone knows them but they bear repeating. binations. 


topping for cakes. 
jello with fresh fruit in any number of colorful com- 


RY not to let anyone get rundown or overtired. 
If someone in the family has a cold, don’t have 
him use the same towels or eating utensils as other 


family. 

home’s temperature. You can’t af- 
outside, but you can keep your home 
by setting the thermostat at about 


Also, remember that most modern cen- 
* trally heated homes are not moist enough, and if 
there isn’t sufficient moisture in the air, noses and 
throats can become parched and lower local body 
resistance to germs. 


To get enough moisture in a room, simply place 


on the radiator. Incidentally, don’t 
buying special device such as ultra- 


violet light or chemicals to “sterilize” the air. They 


cold virus. 


Concentrate on “anti-cold” foods to make up for 
the lack of sunshine and fresh vegetables in winter. 
Feed your family lots of milk, eggs, meat, whole 
wheat foods, green leafy vegetables, and fruit. Play 
up fruit, not only at breakfast but also at lunch and 


an apple or banana in the lunchbox. 


For the evening “dose” of fruit, you may want 
to add some variation as broiled apples, orange rings, 


to the usual dishes. Raw apples and 


cheese offer a quick and vitamin-rich dessert, but if 


fancy, use fruit instead of icing as 
And of course there’s always 


We 44 


substantial evidence of this record,” 
he added, “it is found as a fact that 
there is no cure, effective treatment, 
remedy or relief known to medical 
science for this type of hair loss.” 


The remaining 5 to 10 percent of 
baldness is caused by disease, he 
found. “Hayr” won’t work on this, 
either, he said. 

The FTC filed charges against 
the company two years ago. It 
charged the firm with misrepresent- 
ing that dirt, grime, secretions and 
bacteria imbedded in the scalp plug 
hair follicles and prevent normal 
growth. Kolb, on the basis of testi- 
mony, found that hair ordinarily 
pushes its way through such accu- 
mulations—without any help from 
“Hayr.” 

The examiner’s order would pro- 
hibit misrepresentations as to the 
effectiveness of the lotion by the 
firm, 
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Women Organize 
Against ‘Sirens’ 

Singapore— A group of 
married women here has 
formed a union to protect sus- 
ceptible husbands from “si- 
rens and temptresses.” 

If the husband of a member 
strays, according to a resolu- 
tion passed at the first meet- 
ing, she shall have the right to 
hale him into court or to “re- 
taliate” through the union. 
The union made one conces- 
sion to the men. It set up a 
“Board of Feminine Enquiry” 
to hear complaints from hus- 
bands, 


x» 8 Raking oe ’ 


Magazine Lauds 
IBEW Local 3 


New York—Local 3 of the Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers, was 
the subject of a laudatory article 
in the Reader’s Digest, by Lester 
Velie, titled, “The Union That 
Gives More to the Boss.” 

The article points out that Local 
3 members have the world’s highest 
hourly earnings—$3.50 plus $1.54 
in benefits for a total of $5.04. 

The 30,000-member local, it 
notes, also has free college scholar- 
ships for workers’ children and bar- 
gain-priced apartments in buildings 
owned by the union. 


\ 


DOWN PAYMENT on a new $5,000 serving kitchen for Jewish 
Memorial Hospital is turned over on behalf of Hebrew Bakers Local 
45 of Boston by its president, Joseph Rimer (right). The local also 
runs a program to keep the hospital’s blood bank full. 
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Bread and Butter Facts: 


Heavy Tax Load Calls 


For Fair Distribution 


/ By Frank L. Fernbach 
Economist, Dept. of Research 


HE tax battles of 1956 will soon be shaping up, but the fight in 


Washington will, as usual, steal the headlines. 


Here the issue will be: Do we balance the federal budget and even 
trim the national debt a bit, or start whittling federal taxes, and, if so, 


for whom? 


At the state and local level the choice, unfortunately, is simpler. 
There, the search for more tax revenues goes feverishly on. The single 


issue: who will bear the added burden? 
But what of the longer run? 


For an interesting and sobering forecast we report the recent pre- 
diction of the Tax Foundation, a conservative business group. 

Here is what its crystal ball reveals for 1965: Uncle Sam’s tax take— 
which is now running about $65 billion this year—will top $95 billion. 
State and local tax collections—which now crowd $23 billion—will soar 


to about $30 billion by 1965. 
x * * 


HAT?’s behind this startling forecast—a prediction we must weigh 
seriously even though, acknowledgedly, it can’t rate as more than 


an “educated” guess? 


In the first place, our federal tax load will continue to be tremendous 
when measured against pre-World War II standards. Even today almost 
85 cents out of every tax dollar that arrives in Washington is spent to 
meet the cost of past wars (veterans’ benefits and interest on the national 
debt) and for national security outlays to prevent future wars (for mili- 
tary and atomic energy costs, stockpiling and foreign aid). In such 
troubled times these outlays just can’t be drastically pared; in fact, 


events could force them to go higher. 


Besides, by 1965 there will be 25 million more Americans—a total 
population of about 190 million—for whom more schools, highways, 
hospitals, recreational facilities and other new and expanded services 
will be required. The federal, state and local governments will all be 
called upon to meet these rising public needs. (Actually, two-thirds of 
all taxes which are spent for civilian services are now raised by our state 


and local governments.) 
kk * 


UT there is a brighter side: Taxes in 1965—even if they should 
reach the startling $125 billion predicted—will be shared by many 
more of us. Moreover, by then we should all be enjoying higher in- 


comes from which to meet our share. 


By 1965 our total national output should be topping $525 billion in 
contrast to less than $400 billion today; indeed it must, if there are to 
be jobs enough to maintain full employment. And if we reach this 
_ productiom goal, taxes in 1965 will take just about the same proportion 


of the value of our national output as they do today. 
We have no crystal ball; but this much seems clear: 


1—Taxes are now—and will continue to be—big business’ and every- 


body’s business. 


2—Organized labor everywhere—at our city halls, county court 
houses, and state capitals, as well as in Washington—must give effective 
leadership to the effort to erect a fair and equitable structure of taxes 
and a proper direction of the uses for which all public revenues are spent. 

A broader interest in and wise action concerning the way all our 
governments—federal, state, and local—tax and spend, involve more 
than your bread and butter. They are basic to good citizenship and the 


welfare of our country. 


- 


WHAT’S THE MAN DOING? 


Chicago—Qualified union mem- 
bers received more than 10,000 
services from the Peg Bautsch 
Health Center during the first eight 
months of its existence, Pres. 
Thomas J. Burke of Chicago Jani- 
tors’ Local 25 has reported. 


Th 


The center has been operated 
by Union Health Service, Inc., with 
Burke as chairman of the board of 
trustees. It is financed by employer- 
paid health and welfare funds in 
Locals 25 and 75, both affiliates of 
the Building Service Employes. 


New York—The crude mortality 
rate in the U. S. has dropped 46 
percent since 1900, according to 
the first issue of Progress in Health 
Services, a new monthly bulletin 
published by the Health Informa- 
tion Foundation. 

If the 1900 mortality rate had 
prevailed in 1950, the bulletin 
noted, slightly more than twice the 
number of deaths would have been 
recorded in the latter year. 

The “crude” mortality rate is 
based on the number of deaths in a 
calendar year per 1,000 population, 
regardless of age, sex or cause of 


Keeping in Touch: 


Register-and-Vote Drives Pay Off 


E have a job to do in 1956 and, believe it or 

not, there’s not too much time left to do it. 
This is a monumental task we have before us—one 
that will take much preliminary planning and many 
hours of work—but we know the results will more 
than compensate our labors. 

We mean getting out the vote in the general 
election in November. 

To do so, we must set up register and vote drives 
all over the country. 

This is something we’ve heard about and talked 
about but not enough has been done. Now is the 
time to do something about it. 

AFL-CIO is calling on our women throughout 
the nation to join in the effort to organize under 
COPE, into active political teams to do the job. 

Hundreds of our women who are trade union- 
ists themselves, and the wives and families of our 
union members, have been hard at work at this 
task. 

Women have a traditional interest in the home, 
schools and welfare of their families. We are vitally 
interested in such issues as teachers’ salaries, social 
security, unemployment and workmen’s compensa- 
tion laws, and many other such important matters. 
The one and only way we can obtain laws that are 
helpful and not harmful to working men and women 


is to elect candidates who are in sympathy with our 
needs on these issues. 


UT to elect our friends to office, we must be 

qualified to vote for them; and it is alarming 

how many of our people are not registered to vote. 

Therefore, before we can support the legislators we 

want and need, we must work to help our own people 
learn how to register and vote. 

In Oregon, the Women’s Division of the Oregon 
AFL-CIO Committee on Political Education has com- 
pleted copying the names of nearly 220,000 voters 
listed in the precinct books at the county .courthouse. 

In Texas, spectacular results have been achieved 
from a union-sponsored poll tax drive throughout 
the state. Jerry Holleman, Texas State Federation 
of Labor executive secretary, predicts that at least 
500,000 union members and their immediate families 
have paid poll taxes in order to vote in 1956. 

It is noteworthy that both Oregon and Texas State 
Federations of Labor have full-time women directors 
in charge of women’s activities for political educa- 
tion. We congratulate Zoe Wilson of Oregon State 
Federation, Doris Cates, Texas State Federation and 
Maxine Lee, family participation coordinator, for 
their splendid efforts, knowing that they have played 
a major part in these endeavors. 

The Baltimore Federation of Labor in Maryland 

went into action when it was found that less than 
30 percent of the members of organized labor were 
registered to vote. 
@ Today, after months of extensive work, there is 
a punch card system established of the names, ad- 
dresses, wards and precincts of more than 20,000 
union members in the Baltimore area. 


Mortality Rate Dropped46% 
In 50 Years, Survey Shows 


death. The rate was 17.2 in 1900, 
and in 1954 dropped to 9.2, the 
bulletin showed. 

The drop has persisted over the 
half-century, the bulletin noted, 
despite the rapid growth in the pro- 
portion of the older population. The 
steady decline in the rate was 
broken sharply but once, during the 
1918 influenza epidemic. 


“The dramatic benefits to the 
public of declining crude mortality,” 
the publication says, “is illustrated 
by the influenza epidemic. 

“An increase in crude mortality 
from 14 to 18 per thousand created 
understandable hysteria and fear, 
yet only 40 years previously a rate 
of 18 was common and accepted,” 

The Health Information Founda- 
tion is sponsored by 200 firms in 
the drug, pharmaceutical, chemical 
and allied industries. 


> ® 
Worker Saves 


Woman in Blast 


Wheeling, W. Va.—The 
bravery of H. C. Otto, mem- 
ber of Communications 
Workers Local 2006, is cred- 
ited. with saving the life of a 
woman hurled into a flaming 
underground vault after an 
explosion. 

The blast, electrical in ori- 
gin, ripped open a heavy steel 
double door leading to a bank 
of transformers in the under- 
street vault. Otto, working 
near by saw Mrs. Edith Frye 
hit by one of the flying doors 
and knocked into the blazing 
oil at the bottom of the 10- 
foot pit. , 

Although unable to see the 
woman through the flames 
and acrid smoke pouring 
from the manhole, Otto 
climbed down a ladder and 
groped about until he found 
her. He dragged her to the 
ladder and lifted her until 
passersby could haul her to 
the street and safety. 


: 


at’s what Colleen Sharp seems to be thinking as she gets a Salk 
polio vaccine injection at the Union Health Center where 10,000 services were given members of 
Chicago Janitors’ Local 25 in its first eight months. Sharing her apprehension are her brother, James, 
Jr. (right), and Patricia and Roman Notyka. 


Union Clinic Treats 75 a Day 


Opening day was Apr. 19, 1955. 

In his report, Burke described 
a typical day, when an average of 
75 members of the two unions are 
treated. 


“Each day about 45 patients see 
doctors,” he said. “There are ap- 
proximately 15 patients who come 
to the clinic for laboratory work— 
another 11 come for X-rays and the 
remainder are in for injections, 
physical therapy or other miscel- 
laneous treatment.” 

Dependents of union members 
are not yet covered by the health 
service, though the unions are 
studying the possibility of adding 
them to the program. A special 
arrangement was made to provide 
Salk polio vaccine injections for 
children of members. 


The Union Health Service recent- 
ly acquired land in the Medical 
Center district of Chicago’s west 
side and plans to construct a per- 
manent clinic building there. 


Upholsterers 
Aid Members 


On Retirement 


Chicago — The country’s first 
joint labor-management pilot plan 
aimed at preparing older union 
members for retirement, sponsored 
by the Upholsterers’ Union and 
four of the largest firms in the 
industry, has been started here and 
in Napierville, IL 

It is being conducted by the Divi- 
sion of Gerontology of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, which has com- 
pleted interviews with already re- 
tired UIU members to learn their 
pre-retirement problems and their 
actual experiences after retirement. 


Now under way are a series of 
studies of the problems and hopes 
of employed workers over the age 
of 60, with the intention of helping 
them plan toward happy and secure 
years in retirement. 


UIU Pres. Sal B. Hoffmann is 
chairman of, the joint committee 
supervising the study. Other union 
representatives are UIU Vice Presi- 
dents James M. Bishop, George M. 
Bucher, Martin Garber and Robert 
C. Greene. Management is repre- 
sented by Hal W. Cushman, Ken- 
neth Kroehler, John T. McGilli- 
cudy and Grant G. Simmons, Jr. 


All expenses are being borne by 


»! the union. 
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and file members in a “sch 
report, 


VISITS TO Congressmen and senators are made by all institute 
delegates. Rep. Frank Thompson (D-N. J.), center, and New Jersey 
Rubber Workers George Hotz and Julius Deutsch all agreed that 


A FIRST-HAND STUDY of “democracy in action” is undertaken by delegates to the Rubber Workers’ 
Legislative Institute. Held periodically in the nation’s capital, these conferences bring together rank 
”” on how Congress works. Here “students” at the institute discuss a 


the AFL-CIO News makes good reading. 


Unions Battle 
Blue Cross on 
Rates, Election 


Organized labor is embroiled 
with the Blue Cross in Texas and 
Michigan—fighting for bargaining 
rights in the former and against 
rising costs in the latter. 

The Office Employes Union in 
Dallas filed charges of unfair labor 
practices against Blue Cross-Blue 
Shield of Texas after losing an elec- 
tion campaign during which man- 
agement waged a bitter anti-union 
fight climaxed by the importation 
of a so-called labor relations expert 
from Chicago. 

J. M. Scott, AFL-CiO general 
organizer who directed the cam- 
paign for the union, also filed a 
request that the election be set aside 
by the National Labor Relations 
Board. 

In Michigan, the labor movement 
was backing Gov. G. Mennen Wil- 
liams in his plan to appoint a com- 
mittee of experts to investigate the 
constantly increasing cost of Blue 
Cross hospitalization. 

_ The plan was recently granted an 
Increase of 15 percent in rates. 
Originally it had asked for 23 per- 
cent. The fact that the request was 
ttimmed down resulted from the 

* Vigorous fight of the two labor mem- 
bers of its board of trustees, 


Y 


Auto Workers Jeep 
Aids Kenya Union 


Detroit—The Auto Work- 
ers have presented the Inter- 
. national Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions with a 
jeep station wagon for use in 
organizational work in Kenya, 
Africa, where the Kenya Fed- 
eration of Labor is building 
a union movement with 
ICEFTU aid. 

“We are very happy to be 
able to make this further con- 
tribution to the important or- 
ganizational work which the 
ICFTU is carrying out in this 
vital area of the world,” UAW 
Pres. Walter P. Reuther ad- 
vised Gen. Sec. J. H. Olden- 
broek of the ICFTU. 


A 


18 New Wage-Hour 
Offices Opened 


Eighteen new wage- hour field 
offices have been opened to help ad- 
minister the new $1 an hour mini- 
mum wage law which becomes ef- 
fective Mar. 1. These are among 
25 to be opened across the country, 
Labor Sec. Mitchell announced. 

Including the 18 just opened, the 
Labor Dept. now has 51 wage-hour 
field offices to aid employers and 


workers affected by the law 


pavianeat 


call on him in his office. They 


ers Get Know-How on Congress | 


EN 


TWO CONSTITUENTS of Sen. John F. Kennedy (D-Mass.), seated, 


are URW Local 243 members 


William Kania and William Pringle of Lawrence. Later, Kennedy 


addressed the Rubber 


SEEM ESEOMEES: eo 


Workers group at a dinner. 


: oy & Se aa : 
RUBBER WORKERS heard Sen. John Sparkman (D-Ala.) roast the Dulles foreign policy at a lunch- 
eon meeting in the Capitol. Invitations to speak were non-partisan. Among Republicans invited to 
dinner or breakfast were Reps. Samuel K. McConnell (Pa.), Paul Cunningham (Iowa) and Gordon 
Canfield (N. J.). School starts at 8 a. m., ends at 9 p. m. 


Primer on Reds Bares Labor Tactics 


New York—Warning that the® 


concern of Americans over the 
threat of communism “is exceeded 
only by the weight of ignorance and 
misinformation surrounding it,” the 
Anti-Defamation League of B’nai 
B'rith has published a new “Primer 
on Communism” supplying the fac- 
tual answers. 

The 87-page booklet presents 
basic information on the historical 
development of world communism, 
its theoretical basis and characteris- 
tics, both as they have developed in- 
side the Soviet Union and in Com- 
munist efforts to subvert the free 
world, 

Documenting the case against the 
Communist program with quota- 
tions frém official statements of its 
various leaders and central bodies, 
the primer points out that the ac- 
tivities of Communists in labor un- 
ions stem from the declaration of 
the Second Comintern Congress 
that, “Communists should have 


— 


Communist factions in all trade un- 
ions and factory committees, and 
acquire by their means an influence 
over the labor movement and direct 
| Sg 

The aim of these factions, the 
declaration continues, is to “sub- 
ordinate the unions to the leader- 
ship of the party,” in order to make 
them organs of the struggle to re- 
place capitalism with communism. 


In unions where Communists are 
not allowed, the primer points out, 
Lenin declared that the party faith- 
ful must be ready “to resort to all 
sorts of devices, maneuvers, and 
illegal methods, to evasion and sub- 
terfuge, in order to penetrate into 
the trade unions, to remain in them, 
and to carry on Communist work 
in them at all costs.” 

“On the other hand, there are 
situations when, from the Commu- 
nist point of view, it is better to split 
the unions,” rather than abandon 


revolutionary work, the primer 
continues. 

Splits because of Communist 
leadership of unions, on the other 
hand, have resulted in a whole series 
of separate labor movements be- 
ginning with the Red International 
of Labor Unions (1921-35) and con- 
tinuing to the present World Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions. 

A brief history of Communist ef- 
forts to bore-from-within the AFL 
and CIO is given, with the primer 
noting that the attempt to affect the 
AFL was “a dismal failure” and 
that “their hold in the CIO was 
broken in a series of sharp strug- 
gles” in the late 1940's. 

A longer section of the primer 
deals with unions and workers in- 
side the Soviet Union. 

“Unions in the Soviet world are 
instruments of the state for the en- 
slavement of the workers,” the 
Anti-Defamation League concludes. 
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ANOTHER COMMUNIST effort to form a united front was rejected by the Executive Board of the 
Inter-American Regional Organization of Workers (ORIT) at a Miami Beach meeting. Talking things 
over are (from left) Paul K. Reed of the Mine Workers, ORIT Gen. Sec. Luis Alberto Monge; AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany; ORIT Pres. Ignacio Gonzales Tellechea; ORIT Assistant Gen. Sec. Arturo 
Jauregui and Gen. Sec. J. H. Oldenbroek of the Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Unions. 


ORIT Rejects New Red Unity Bid, 
Hits Latin American Military Rule 


Miami Beach, Fla.—Another in the series of bids for a united front by the Communist-dominated 
Latin-American Confederation of Labor has been rejected by the Executive Committee of the Inter- 
American Regional Organization of Workers (ORIT) at a meeting here. 


ORIT, western hemisphere arm“ 


of the Intl. Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions, represents an esti- 
mated 25 million workers. 

The CTAL, sparked by Vicente 
Lombardo Toledano of Mexico, is 
the regional organization of the 
Reds’ World Federation of ‘Trade 
Unions. Serafino Romualdi, AFL- 
CIO Latin American representative, 
estimates it now represents no more 
than 500,000 workers. 

The ORIT leaders said they 
wanted no relationship or under- 
standing with the CTAL “because 
there is absolute incompatability of 
principles, methods and objectives.” 

ORIT aims, their resolution said, 


are to defend the interests of the 
workers it represents, “to uphold 
their dignity and to continue the 
struggle for social justice and the 
cause of democracy in our coun- 
tries, free from political and reli- 
gious influences and also from racial 
discrimination.” 


CTAL Propaganda Agency 


It maintained the CTAL, “having 
lost all its basic affiliations, has been 
reduced to a simple propaganda 
and agitation agency of internation- 
al communism to serve the well- 
known totalitarian purposes of 
Soviet Russia.” 


Austrian Government 


Expels Reds’ WFTU 


Vienna—The World Federation 
of Trade Unions, Communist inter- 
national labor center and one of) 
the Reds’ major propaganda or- 
ganisms, has been ordered to close 
up shop and get out of Austria. 

Headquarters had been here since 
1951, when it was kicked out of 
Paris. They remained here along 
with those of the World Peace 
Council, the Communists’ other 
major propaganda organization, 
after the Russian troops were with- 
drawn upon Austria’s assumption of 
sovereignty last May. 

The ouster order was issued by 
the Ministry of the Interior. It 
charged that the WFIU had not 
complied with either its own con- 
stitution or Austrian laws, and that 
its activities had endangered the 
host country’s relations with other 
nations and with the United Na- 
tions. 


Helmer Cites Propaganda 


Minister of the Interior Oskar 
Helmer, a Socialist, charged that 
WFTU bulletins have gone beyond 
the bounds of legitimate criticism in 
attacks on foreign governments and 
the UN, and that they have been 
concerned with political rather than 
trade union affairs. 

Other countries, he continued, 
are forced to regard such statements 
as interference with their internal 


affairs, a ie of Austria’s obli- 
gations as a UN member. 

When the Russian protectors of 
the WFTU moved out of Austria 
last spring, sentiment here was di- 
vided between those who demanded 
that the labor body be expelled im- 
mediately, and those who believed 
the Communists would move it 
themselves because it would be- 
come subject to Austrian laws and 
police regulation. 

Helmer said he had hoped it 
would adjust itself to Austria’s new 
status, but instead it had threatened 
friendly relations with other coun- 
tries. 

The WFTU was organized by 
many national labor centers, from 
both non-Communist and Commu- 
nist countries, in 1945. Non-Com- 
munist support drifted away when 
the Communists gained control and 
turned it into a sounding board for 
Soviet propaganda. 

The democratic labor movement, 
in 1949, set up the rival Intl. Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions, 
which has far outstripped the 
WFTU in legitimate worker rep- 
resentation. The powerful Aus- 
trian Federation of Trade Unions 
(OeGB), one of the ICFTU found- 
ing organizations, was a major fac- 
tor in minimizing WFTU influence 
within Austria. 


In another resolution, the board 
reiterated ORIT opposition to mili- 
tary dictatorships in Latin-America 
and reaffirmed “its unalterable posi- 
tion in defense of the fundamental 
liberties and democratic institutions 
in our hemisphere.” 


Political Improvement Noted 


It noted “considerable political 
improvement” in some countries 
due to activities of ORIT, the 
ICFTU and their affiliates and also 
the downfall of Peron in Argen- 
tina, and pledged solidarity with 
and help to struggling labor move- 
ments in recently liberated coun- 
tries. 

A three-man ORIT delegation 
was named do visit Argentina next 
month for the purpose of extending 
contacts with the free labor move- 
ment there and offering it the co- 
operation of ORIT and the ICFTU. 
It will include ORIT Pres. Ignacio 
Gonzalez Tellechea; Paul K. Reed 
of the Mine Workers and Joaquin 
D’Alessio of Uruguay. 

Another resolution urged the 
Panamanian government to speed 
its investigation of the discharge 
of leaders of the Union of Banana 
Workers by the Chiriqui Land Co., 
a subsidiary of the U. S.-owned 
United Fruit Co., and called on 
United Fruit to implement its pro- 
claimed policy of non-interference 
with the right of employes to form 
free and independent unions. 

Activities to be Expanded 


A budget providing for increased 
organizational and educational ac- 
tivities in 1956 was approved. Four 
additional organizers will be hired, 
and workers’ education seminars 
will be held in Panama, Uruguay, 
El Salvador and Honduras. It also 
was voted to expand the work of 
the Publicity and Education Depts., 
and to set up a Dept. of Economic 
Investigation. 

Admitted to membership, subject 
to ICFTU ratification, were the 
British Guiana Trade Union Coun- 
cil, which has absorbed the already- 
affiliated Manpower Citizens Asso- 
ciation; Bahamas Federation of La- 
bor; Trade Union Council of 
Guatemala; Petroleum Workers’ 
Federation of Aruba and the Con- 
federation of Labor of Curacao. 


Alabama U. Bows to Mob 


Rule, Excludes 


Negro Student 


Tuscaloosa—The. University of¢ 
Alabama, already facing a con- 
tempt-of-court hearing for refusing 
to admit another Negro, is under 
threat of further legal action follow- 
ing the exclusion of its only Negro 
student after an outbreak of mob 
violence. 

The attorney for 26-year-old 
Autherine J. Lucy of Birmingham, 
who had become the first Negro 
admitted to the university only after 
a federal court directed such action, 
demanded her reinstatement “with- 
in 48 hours.” She was “excluded 


until further notice” by the Board |_ 


of Trustees when rock and egg 
throwing broke out on her third day 
in class. 

‘University Pres. Oliver C. Car- 
michael defended the trustees’ ac- 
tion at a faculty meeting as “about 
the only thing in this crisis that 
could be done unless they should 
have thought it wise to disband the 
university for a period.” 


Could Have Been ‘Murder’ 


“Twenty seconds difference on 
two occasions” in the rock-throwing 
melee in which hundreds of stu- 
dents, led by a number of outsiders, 
took part, might have meant actual 
“murder,” Carmichael said. The 
glass of Miss Lucy’s car was 
smashed as she was leaving the 
disturbance. 


A strong bloc of faculty members 
disagreed with the trustees’ action, 
however, and charged that the 
school had succumbed to “mob 
rule.” The student legislature pre- 
pared to act on a resolution de- 


nouncing mob violence, after mem- 


bers of the Student Religious Asso Asso. 
ciation and Wesley Foundation 
mimeographed leaflets declarin 
that no religion would sanction such 
a course. 

The AFL-CIO Executive Coun. 
cil approved a wire from Pres, 
George Meany to Pres. Eisen. 
hower which said the labor move. 
ment is “deeply concerned” by 
recent incidents which indicate 
“breakdown of law and order 
and failure to protect peaceful 
citizens in the enjoyment of their 
civil rights.” 


The wire cited the University of 
Alabama violence and incidents ip. 
volving terrorism directed at the 
Rev. M. L. King and Edward 
Nixon, leaders in the Montgomery, 
Ala., boycott against the bus com. 
pany because of its segregation 
policies. 

Meany wired: “The AFL-CIO 
is glad to learn that you have 
ordered the Dept. of Justice to 
investigate the ‘defiance’ of law 
at the University of Alabama, 
We urge you to direct that the 
investigation be broadened to in- 
clude the violence at Montgom- 
ery. It is a disgrace to the good 
name of our country and our 
democracy when local authorities 
permit lawless interference with 
civil rights.” 


A graduate of a Birmingham 
Methodist college for Negroes, Miss 
Lucy is a former school teacher, 
She said that she only wanted “a 
chance to learn library science” so 
that she could “give my services in 
Alabama.” 


Virginia OKs Interposition 
Policy to Delay Integration 


Richmond—In a step which sup-® 
porters described as “blazing a trail 
that many of our sister states will 
follow,” the Virginia legislature 
adopted a resolution of interposition 
challenging the U. S. Supreme 
Court’s ruling which outlawed pub- 
lic school segregation. 

Identical measures were approved 
by votes of 36 to 2 in the 40-mem- 


Petitions Ask 
Rights Probe 


@ e e e 
In Mississippi 

Charging that what is happening 
today in Mississippi is not merely a 
continuation of past abuses but “fan 
insurrection against the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the U. S.,” a dele- 
gation from nine Southern states 
has asked Congress to investigate 
“infringements upon federal rights 
of our citizens.” 

Petitions calling for such action 
signed by 2,500 persons residing in 
all 48 states were turned over to 
Sen. William Langer (R-N. Dak.), 
who accepted them on behalf of the 
Senate Subcommittee on Constitu- 
tional Rights. The petitions urged 
the subcommittee to hold hearings 
in Mississippi at the earliest pos- 
sible moment. 

Methodist Bishop Edgar A. Love 
of Baltimore, who acted as spokes- 
man for the 20-member delegation, 
said that the names of the signers 
of the petition from Mississippi 
were being withheld “to protect the 
signers from possible reprisals.” 

The bishop charged that “a dom- 
inant faction” in Mississippi is 
“flouting the authority of the Su- 
preme Court, perverting state in- 
stitutions of justice, condoning the 
murder of Negro citizens who at- 
tempt to exercise their civil rights, 
and driving fairminded white citi- 
zens into frightened silence by eco- 
nomic boycott or the menace of 


ber Senate and 90 to 5 in the 100- 
member House of Delegates. 

The resolution calls the court's 
decision an “illegal encroachment” 
on the state’s sovereignty and asks 
for an amendment to the U. S. Con- 
stitution to decide what it calls a 
“question of contented power” be- 
tween the federal government and 
the states. Meanwhile, the state 
government is called on to “inter- 
pose” its sovereignty between the 
people and the Supreme Court or 
der. 


First State Action 

Virginia thus becomes the first 
southern state to decide how far it 
would go in protesting the 1954 
decision which declares segregated 
public schools unconstitutional. 

The governors of South Carolina 
and Mississippi joined Virginia's 
governor in an agreement here Jan. 
23 to work separately in their states 
for interposition. At the same meet- 
ing the governor of Georgia favored 
for his state an even stronger dec 
laration declaring the court’s order 
null and void. 

Proponents of the measure in 
Virginia contend that the resolution 
went “as far as possible short of 
nullification.” Critics, however, 
called the proposal nullifying, con 
fusing and ineffective. 


Court Decision Denounced 

The resolution describes the 
court’s decision as “a deliberate, 
palpable and dangerous attempt by 
the court to usurp the amendatory 
power that lies solely with not fewer 
than three-fourths of the states.” 

Leading constitutional lawyers 
regard the “interposition move 
ment” among southern states most 
violently opposed to integration as 
amounting only to a delaying tactic. 

Pending final court action, how 
ever, Virginia is expected to pro 
ceed with the plan of its so-called 
Gray Commission, which would 
substitute a program of pupil, a 


signment and tuition grants to pre 


vate institutions in place of the pul 


physical violence.” 


lic school system. 
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OP, Democrats Back 
sers Tax Road Plan 


A new federal highway-building program began moving through 
ogress after Republicans agreed to junk Pres. Eisenhower’s 1955 
ynd-financing proposal and pay for the roads with new taxes on 


The President’s program, denounced as a plan to enrich bond 


- 

o rs.” 

Ns 

ve oxers with high interest pay-' 

by penis, Was rejected last year in the 

.a Bbnte and rejected, also, by the 

ler Mouse Public Works Committee. 

ful BA new tax program devised by 

eir &- House committee, however, was 
aten on the floor. Many groups 

rot ectly concerned with highways 

f sidered the proposed tax sched- 

the too heavy. 

ard Democratic and Republican lead- 

e now have agreed on a “pay-as- 

zr pu-go” plan, with the specific tax 

tion pies tO be drafted by the experi- 
ed Ways and Means Committee 

10 hich normally writes revenue 

wai easures. 

to 

aw e ti 

. junUugration 

he 

im faw Changes 

m- 

od 

«Asked by Ike 

ies : 

- Pres. Lisenhower has asked Con- 
as to revise the basic immigration 

rn ws to “advance our own self- 

ny terest” and serve as a “living dem- 

| “s nstration that we recognize our re- 

’ $0 Bonsibilities of world leadership.” 

S in 


In a special message, the Presi- 
nt made a series of major pro- 
nsals for amendment of the Mc- 
arran-Walter Act: 

* Congress should make the 
b50 census, rather than the 1920 
nsus, the departure point for de- 


100- Bimining quotas of admissable mi- 
ants from other countries meee 4 
it’s By to their proportibn: of “total 
ent” Bmerican populatiog z Deaton tle? 
asks htional origins” concept heey 
‘on- 
IlsaQge rhe ceiling on total permit- 
be. §/ annual immigration should be 
and @cd from 154,657 persons to 
tate £0,000. This, he said, was war- 
tere ented by the country’s economic 
the @owth. 
or B* Additional immigration 
ould be distributed among na- 
pas “in proportion to their actual 
first Migration” since 1945, 
arit B* “Unfair” provisions on ex- 
954 Bustion of quotas should be re- 
ated Maled, so that countries with long 
iting lists of otherwise eligible 
lina Mmigrants would not suffer from 
nia’s ving “mortgaged” quotas for 
Jan. @any years in the future. 


* “Unused” quotas by some 
buntries should no longer be void- 
I but should be “pooled” and al- 
ated to other nations in the same 
pographical area. The President 
ggested four separate “pools,” for 
tope, Africa, Asia and the Pa- 
¢ Ocean regions. 


More Entries 


The effect would be to increase 
tal immigration and also to in- 
tase permitted immigration from 


the tions like Italy and Greece, the 
rate, @0tas of which are exhausted, and 
t by Bt them have the advantage of un- 
tory ed quotas for other countries. 
ome Chances for enactment of the 
. tnhower program are considered 
yers @m. Opposition was announced in 
ove- Mvance by Rep. Francis E. Walter 
most @)-Pa.), co-author of the McCar- 
n a8 Mo-Walter Act and chairman of the 
cic. House Judiciary subcommittee that 
pei Ust consider any immigration bill. 
vied The AFL-CIO convention in 
ould @°* York last December said that 
| ae Becticnce with the 1953 McCar- 
pre pWalter Act had revealed “criti- 
pul Rficiencies.” A convention re- 


ution asked amendment to “re- 
et the democratic and humani- 
Nan traditions of our country.” 


Rep. Hale Boggs (D-La.) intro- 
duced a bill to provide $800 million 
a year for 13 years to help support 
a total $36.5 billion road-building 
program. The Ways and Means 
Committee promptly scheduled 
public hearings. 

Boggs said the Administration’s 
original bond-financing plan would 
have cost taxpayers about $11 bil- 
lion in interest charges that can bet- 
ter be employed in building roads. 

He predicted the House commit- 
tee would approve his bill without 
substantial changes. 


Commerce Sec. Sinclair Weeks 
complained that the proposed 13- 
year building program was improp- 
erly lengthy and that Congress 
ought to accept the Eisenhower rec- 
ommendation of a 10-year period 
with “an adequate plan of financ- 
ing.” 

Details of the proposed new taxes 
included: 


® An increase in the federal 
gasoline and diesel fuel tax from 2 
cents to 3 cents a gallon. 


e An increase in excise taxes on 
trucks, buses and trailers from 8 
percent to 10 percent. 


@ An increase of excises on tires 
from 5 to 8 cents a pound. 


Postal Clerks 
Support Bill 


On Retirement 


Democratic-backed changes in 
retirement benefits for federal work- 
ers as proposed in a bill by Sen. 
Olin Johnston (D-S. C.) have been 
given qualified support by the Na- 
tional Federation of Post Office 
Clerks. 


At the same time, in testimony 
before the Senate Civil Service Re- 
tirement subcommittee, Legislative 
Dir. E. C. Hallbeck of the Postal 
Clerks, strongly opposed the Ad- 


ministration proposal introduced by | 


Sen. Frank Carlson (R-Kan.) which 
calls for a joint coverage of em- 
ployes under civil service retirement 
and social security. 

Hallbeck recommended six 
amendments to the Democratic 
measure. In addition, he told the 
subcommittee that, although a pro- 
vision of the Johnston bill increas- 
ing disability pensions to 40 percent 
of average pay “goes a long way in 
the right direction,” he would rather 
see this increased to 50 percent. 


Annuity Benefit Increase 

The principal amendment recom- 
mended by Hallbeck was an in- 
crease in the basis for the compu- 
tation for annuity benefits from 2 
percent to 214 percent. That would 
be the same, he pointed out, “that 
is provided for members of Con- 
gress.” 

The five other changes in the 
Johnston bill recommended are: 

1—That the definition of basic 
salary be broadened to include 
longevity and meritorious pay. 

2—That coverage be extended to 
officers of federal employe organ- 
izations. 

3—That provisions of the present 
law covering the amount of money 
persons retired on account of dis- 
ability may earn while drawing 
benefits remain unchanged. 

4—That parents of unmarried 
employes receive the same benefit 
payments as husbands and wives. 

5—That up to $1,440 of an 
annuitant’s annual income be 
exempted from federal income tax 


ATOMIC EXPERT Vincent H. Whitney of Brown University, main speaker at labor's first conference 
on atomic energy, second from left, discusses energy problems with Martin Miller, legislative assistant 
to the president of the Railroad Trainmen, Pres. Thomas E. McDonald of Cleveland Federation of 


Labor, and Exec. Sec. Ellwood S. Dietrich of Cleveland Industrial Union Council. 


First Labor Atomic Energy Parley 


Gets Warning of Plant Concentration 


Cleveland—More than 400 trade unionists taking part in the first labor atomie energy confem 
ence heard Dr. Vincent H. Whitney, chairman of the sociology department of Brown University, peor 
dict that atomic energy development means further concentration of industry. 


“Atomic energy will be an im- 
portant part of our resources,” he 
said, “but it is not likely to be as 
revolutionary as the introduction of 
coal. It will, however, most cer- 
tainly intensify certain trends such‘ 
as the further concentration of in- 


dustry.” 


© 
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Union Sends NEWS 
To Local Secretaries 


The American Federation 
of Technical Engineers has 
subscribed to the AFL-CIO 
NEWS for the secretary of 
each of its local unions. 

“This arrangement should 
provide a basis for a decision 
in each local union on the 
extent to which the local and 
its members should get the 
AFL-CIO NEWS,” AFTE 
Pres. Russell M. Stephens 
wrote each local in advising 
that the subscriptions had 
been placed. 

“The local should decide 
whether it would be advisable 
to subscribe for its officers, 
shop stewards, or in places 
where there is no bona fide 
local labor paper, possibly for 
the entire membership. All 
such subscriptions will be 
taken at the special $1 rate.” 


>. 
al 


Rail Pension Bill 
Wins Wide Support 


A bipartisan drive to raise pen- 
sions for railroad workers was 
launched in the House of ‘Repre- 
sentatives through bills sponsored 
by Chairman Oren Harris (D-Ark.) 
and Rep. Charles A. Wolverton (R- 
N. J.), ranking GOP member of a 
House Commerce subcommittee. 


The legislation would provide a 
15 percent increase in annuities, 
pensions and survivors’ benefits for 
rail workers. It would be financed 
by levying an additional 1 percent 
tax on railroads and employes, each 
of whom now pays 6% percent on 
the first $350 in wages. 

Workers would be further bene- 
fited by a new exemption from in- 
come taxes on the contributions} 
they make to the pension fund. 


THE AFL-CIO at 


payments. 
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Whitney said he expected both 
nuclear and conventional power sta- 
tions to be used side by side in 
meeting future power needs. Nu- 
clear stations, he added, are most 
likely to be located near heavy in- 
dustry and the skilled labor force. 


Rev. E. S. de Breuvery, S.J., 


resources and power section, 
pointed out that because the U.S. 
already has technicians, capital, 
skilled labor and similar resources, 
atomic power today offers an even 
greater opportunity to undeveloped 
countries. 

Such nations, he said, are inter- 
ested in nuclear reactors “which can 
be erected at the site where needed 
and for which fuel can be obtained 
at relatively low cost.” 


Compensation Law Changes 

Dr. Herbert K. Abrams, director 
of the Union Health Service, em- 
phasized the need for changes in 
workmen’s compensation laws to 
cover new radiation diseases. 


chief of the United Nations water |i 


_“In some cases, as much as 3 
years might pass before the disease 
showed up,” he said, “yet 
now say for the most part 
workingman, to receive 
tion for his injury, must 
within a year or two from 


The conference, sponsored by 
Cleveland AFL-CIO and railroad 
brotherhood unions in cooperation 
with American Labor Education 
Service, was intended to give trade 
unionists a better understanding of 
the problems and challenges of the 
atomic age. Emphasis was placed 
upon social and economic problems 
posed by atomic developments. 

Sam Pollock, president of Meat 
Cutters Local 427 and chairman of 
the conference planning committee, 
summed up its results: 

“No atomic scientists were cre- 
ated overnight, but certainly a more 
informed and understanding group 
of trade unionists emerged from the 


conference.” 
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Merger Plan Pushed 
By Rhode Island [UC 


Providence, R. I—Delegates to the 18th annual convention of 
the Rhode Island Industrial Union Council voted ‘solidly for a 


resolution calling for a special convention to accept or modify 


merger terms with the state’s Federation of Labor. 
The action came after the 250 delegates and scores of guests 


heard AFL-CIO Reg. I Dir. Hugh® 


Thompson express the hope that 
this would be the final IUC con- 
vention before a merger session. 

Urging that the two groups rec- 
oncile any differences which may 
have existed in the past, Thomp- 
son reminded that “you are now 
members of one organization and 
if you make the approach on that 
basis, you will get. together much 
quicker and have working unity 
here and in the nation.” 


Policastro Reelected 

Thomas F. Policastro was elect- 
ed to his second term as president, 
defeating Nat Kushner of the Re- 
tail-Wholesale Union. 

Acquino Rossi and Michael A. 
Tamburro won re-election as first 
vice president and secretary-treas- 
urer, respectively, without opposi- 
tion. : 

Gov. Dennis Roberts (D.) told 
the convention the Republican 
Party was attempting to separate 
union leadership and rank and file 
through the so-called “guaranteed 
annual wage bill,” which labor op- 
posed in the state’s Legislature. 

The measure would have set up 
a state guaranteed annual wage 
fund within the Dept. of Employ- 
ment Security to which employers 
of eight or more persons and the 
employes would each contribute 
one percent of annual wages up 
to $3,600. 

The governor asked where the 
GOP was in the fight for passage 
of the anti-injunction law, unem- 
ployment compensation and cash 
sickness benefits, and establishment 
of a Fair Employment Practices 
Commission. 

“You and I know the answer,” 
he said. “They were either bit- 
terly opposed or they sat back on 
théir hands and were strangely 
silent. 

Praises Merger 

Roberts praised the AFL-CIO 
merger as “a worthwhile accom- 
plishment,” and said a_ strong, 
united labor movement dedicated to 
principle is the best answer to those 
who seek to divide the house of 
labor from within or without. 


The convention passed a resolu- 
tion calling on the governor and 
General Assembly to probe the 
state’s Public Utility Administra- 
tion. It demanded to know if the 
PUA is adequate to cope with 
utility experts and specialists in 
rate matters, and “whether the 
agency has any desire to do so.” 

Lawrence N. Spitz, subregional 
director of the Steelworkers, 
charged the agency seemed to “drag 
its feet” on the New Haven Rail- 
road situation when similar bodies 
in other New England states had 
taken action. 

Spitz also noted that the Provi- 
dence Gas Co. had attempted to 


change its “bookkeeping proced-, 


ures” from cubic footage of gas 
to British thermal units. 

Arthur F. Devine, president of 
the state Federation of Labor and 
the state’s director of labor, cau- 
tioned that sometimes labor can 
push industry too far at the ex- 
pense of loss of jobs and labor’s 
own well-being. 

He said that while it will always 
be the legitimate aim of labor to 
obtain more, “you can’t get more 
than the whole.” Devine added 
that management is justly entitled 
tu a fair return on its investment. 


‘Don’t Be Disturbed’ 


Martin F. Walsh, regional direc- 
tor for the Steelworkers, answered 
that he agreed with Devine whole- 
heartedly “but in a rather philo- 
sophical way.” 

“Don’t be disturbed about 
whether you are asking for more 
than a fair share,’ Walsh said. 
“The most you can wring out of an 
employer under the best of circum- 
stances will be a hell of a way 
short of your fair share. 

“It is interesting to find out what 
the employer calls a fair share. It 
generally boils down to as little as 
you will take. So the devil with 
their philosophies. 

“Let the philosophy be: build 
your union to a degree of strength 
that you can wring out of the boss 
every last penny that the business 
will allow to be wrung out.” 


unionist there. 


HEROIC BUS DRIVER John D. Hearon, 38, is hospitalized from 
effects of his 12-mile trek to get help for stranded passengers when 
his vehicle was trapped in a Panhandle blizzard near Tucumcari, 
N. M. Hearon, father of two daughters, resides in Houston, Tex., 
and is an active member in Dallas of Division 1142 of Bus Drivers 
Union. He formerly worked in San Diego, Calif., and was an active 


_|will serve as co=executive secre- 


=|dian Labour. 


Let’s 


Get the Boy Running 


ORAWN FOR 
AFL-CIO Ng 


Tulsa — The Oklahoma Indus- 
trial ._Union Council . convention, 
representing some 40,000 mem- 
bers, appointed a nine-man unity 
committee to work with State Fed- 
eration of Labor representatives in 
forging the state’s 100,000 union- 
ists into one organization, probably 
about May 1. 


United Labor 


In Canada 
Names Staff 


Ottawa, Ont. — The Joint Unity 
Committee working out details of 
the merger of the Canadian Con- 
gress of Labor and the Trades & 
Labor Congress of Canada has an- 
nounced agreement on the heads of 
departments within the new Cana- 
dian Labor Congress. 

The miilion-member CLC will be 
formally established at a merger 
convention in Toronto beginning 
Apr. 23. 

Norman S. Dowd of the CCL 
and Arthur Hemming of the TLC 


taries of the new labor body. Dowd, 
editor of the CCL’s Canadian Un- 
ionist, will be editor of the CLC’s 
official magazine, to be called Cana- 
The monthly news- 
paper will be called the CLC News. 

Other department heads: 

Organization — Joe MacKenzie, 
CCL organization director and for- 
mer Canadian director of the Auto 
Workers. 

Education—Max Swerdlow, TLC 
organization and education director. 

Research — Dr. Eugene Forsey, 
CCL research director. 

Legislative—Leslie Wismer, TLC 
public relations and research direc- 
t6ér and former member of the 
Ontario Parliament. 

Political education—Henry Weis- 
bach, director of the CCL Political 
Action Committee. 

Provincial federations and labor 
councils—Tom Ward, TLC politi- 
cal education director. 


The joint 18-member AFL-CIO 
unity group later held its first meet- 


May Merger Seé in Oklahoma 


ing to work out.merger mechanics. 
Signs of unification appeared.d 
the three-day convention as Fett 
eration leaders dropped in on t 


delegates and visitors. 
Among those who responded | 
with brief talks were James A. 
Gillen, Carpenters’ Union, Tulsa, 
Federation president, and Gordon 
Shryock, executive secretary-treas- 
urer of the Tulsa Teamsters local. 


Political Action Urged 
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While unification was the main 
objective of the convention, politi- 
cal awareness and actioff was the 
watchword speakers sounded re- 
peatedly. 
T. M. McCormick,  secretary- 
treasurer of the Oil, Chemical and 
Atomic Workers, in scoring the ut- 
terances of Secretary of State 
Dulles, asked the convention: 
“What would you think if the 
chairman of your negotiating com- 
mittee bragged in the middle of 
negotiations that three times he had 
led your group to the verge of a 
strike and that because of his bold- 


political views felt at the polls 
this year’s elections. 

The convention passed a resol 
tion asking the 40,000 Oklahom 
members to support the uni 
striking against Westinghouse @ 
the Kohler firm 
Leaders said they would ask uf 
ists to refuse to buy Westinghow 
and Kohler products. 


journed. It was recessed and ¥ 
be reconvened when merger of 
state organizations is ready 
voted upon. 


in Wisconsi 


The convention was not 


ness the company had given in? 

“He would be fired at the next 
meeting.” 

Vice Pres. Joseph W. Childs of 
the Rubber Workers challenged his 
listeners to “tell me of one time 
in the last four years when the 
Eisenhower Administration fought 
effectively for anything that will 
benefit the little people.” 


Corruption Charged 


Alexander L. Barkan, assistant 
director of the AFL-CIO Commit- 
tee on Political Education, declared 
the nation’s press is conspiring to 
hide the fact that the national ad- 
ministration “is reeking with cor- 
ruption at the rate of almost a scan- 
dal a day.” 

Council Pres. E. R. (Bob) Burns, 
Transport Workers Union, and 
Sec.-Treas. Len Yarborough, 
OCAW, both of Tulsa, joined the 


Public relations—Jack Williams, 


CCL public relations director. 


national speakers in urging mem- 
bers to organize and make labor’s 


: 


Oil Worker Local 
100% for COPE 


Laurel, Mont.—Oil, Chet 
ical and Atomic Workers Le 
cal 2-443 is the first local uit 
ion in the nation to reach 100 
percent in collection of dollaf 
donations for the new AFI- 
CIO Committee on Political 
Education. 

The Laurel local sent its 
COPE collections, averaging 
well over $1 a member, @ 
OCAW headquarters last 
week, although it has not yet 
received its receipt books. 

“We just went ahead and 
collected the donations any* 
way,” Marshall Huntingtom 
secretary of the local, 
plained. “We will issue the 
gular receipts when we get ow 
receipt books.” 
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